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Politics of of Europe. 


Our paper of to-day camiabee certain documents of great 
interest and importance to the Commercial part of the Indian 
Community; to which we would, therefore, particalarly direct the 
attention of our Readers. The first, comprised in this and the 
subsequent sheets, aré copied from a pamphlet, handed to us for 
publication, containing the “ Report of the Committee of Mer- 
chants, Agents, and Ship Owners,” in London, and connected with 
the Trade of the East Indies; and other Papers relating there- 
to: and in oar Astatic Department, we give the Resolations 
adopted by a Meeting of Merchants holden in Calcutta on Tuesday 
Jast, for the consideration of the same subject, We have mach 
pleasure in complying with the desire expressed in the 6th Re- 
solution, by giving these proceedings publicity ; and hope it will 
have the desired effect of securing the co-operation of many 
who are friendly to the improvement of the India Trade, in 
the Faterior of the country or in other parts of Asia. 


/The great difficulty India has to straggle with, is the too great 
apathy that prevatis in Eugland about the affaiss of the East, 
The formation of a Society resolved to watch over every measure 
that might affect its commercial intetests, may be attended with 
immense advantages. This mast, however, greatly depend upon 
the ce-operation of persons in this country; for unless active 
exertions be nsed to make the Society in England perfeatly ac- 
quainted with whatever tends to affect commerce in this part of 
the world, the means of remedying deficiencies, and of removing 
the fears and prejadices that have been indastriously fostered,— 
the old illiberal system may still be pursned for many years to 
come, to the prejudice of the East India Company, as well as of 
the general interests of the British Empire. 

, Aug, 15.—Sixty-two towns and villages in this un- 
happy island have wholly disappeared: only their rains remain 
to attest the barbarity of their destrovers, and yet the rage of 
these blood-stained monsters is not yet appeased. A band of 
wretches very lately repaired to Morphon, where they destroyed 
every thing with fre and sword: the women and children were 
for the most part taken, and confined for several days in private 
houses, without food: those who were not destroyed by hunger, 
were burnt tgether with the houses, Every house is remarked 
by marders in all parts of the island. The Christians are hunted 
like wild beasts. 

“Itis chiefly upon the churches and the Ministers of the 
Christian religion, that these stupid Turks continue to exercise 
their fury. At St. Niassa, after killing or taking prisoners the 
iuhabitants in the time of peace, they burnt the images of the 
chorch, and transformed the edifice into a stable, At Chryso- 
Rojatissa, the church of Aspro-Panagia was changed into a 
mosque. Very lately, the Habit (Sab-Governor) of Cyrenia, at the 
head of a band of furious wretches, entered the convent of Pan. 
teleimon, and after haviog saddled and bridled the monks, like 
beasts of burden, they mounted on their backs, and so rode about 
thecountry. Some ef these unfortanate men expired from fa- 
tigae. The Governor of the island, a man equally ferocious ard 
stupid, lately sent his eovas (the performer of his orders) to the 
monastery of Kicow, where some calovers (anchorets) still remain- 
ed. This officer, no less crue! than his master, made several of 
these poor solitaries expire in tortures; among ethers, father 
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Sylvester, who was known throughont this island. The rest 
dispersed, leaving the aonastery deserted, 

“ The Tarks then set fire to the environs. The conflagration 
continued twenty-three days, gradually extending to all the seigh- 
bouring districts. Several fine forests of fruit-trees, vineyards, 
&c., have fallen a prey to the flames. The damage done by this 
fire is incalculable. A tract of country thirty-five leagues in ex- 
tent, formerly so remarkable for its high cultivation and ferti- 
lity, is now nothing more than a heap of ashes. 


“That part of the island which is occupied by the troops of 
Mahomed Ali, Pasha of Exypt, alone enjoys tranquillity. Salih 
Bey, who commands for the Pasha, makes his troops observe the 
Strictest discipline. If Mahomed Ali should withdraw his troops, 
as there is reason to fear, there would be no longer any secarity 
even for the Franks.” (It is the English Consal who speaks) 


Extract of a Letter from Smyrna, Sept. 1.—“ The desolation 
ef Sciv, which owes part of its misfortunes to the impradent 
zeal of Mr. D., whe drew the Greeks into the snares of the Turks 
by pablisbing a deceitfal amnesty, in which we will suppose he 
believed, cannot be compared with the ravages exercised in 
Crpras by the Mahometans. We long refused to credit the new 
crimes which have deluged with biood the territories of Paphos, 
Amathbont, and Famazgousta; but the veil is torn, and the enemy 
of the Christian wotld no longer conceals his monstrous deeds, 
Siace the month of July, 25.000 Christians, of all ages and both 
sexes, have failen under the hands of the execationers—that is, 
the Torkish soldiery ; for the stake or the gibbet would not suffice 
for the impatient crugity of the circameised tigers, Seventy- 
four villages, containing a population of 18,000 Christians, are 
no more; the old men and the married women have perished ; 
the rest have been sold to be conveyed into the interior of Adia 
Minor, ¢xeept the children ander four years of age, who have 
been killed or thrown into the sea. The churches, the monas- 
teries, in a district of 40 square legues, have disappeared; the 
priests and monks, without exception, have received the crown 
of martyrdom, and perished in dreadful torments. Yet there 
has been no insurrection in Cyprus; bat the wilfof the Sultan 
bas sworn the extirpation of.Christianity: he strikes, and the 

sean Sea and the islands are dyed with blood, 


* Be not surprised if the miserable journal published here, 
does not disclose sach crimes; they would injure the cause it 
has embraced, ang the wish of Tarks, of whom he isthe echo, 
is to see the Greeks annihilated. I will point out another time the 
men who are base enough to have specalated on the misfortunes 
of the Christians, the fortunes acquired by the sale of an asylum 
and protection to the wretched, and the monopoly ef blood exer- 
cised in these days of carnage aud mourning. It is not yet time 
to speak. Above all, I must not omit to mention that the part 
of Cyprus occupied by one of the commanders of Mahomed Ali 
Pasha of Egypt, is tranquil ; the Christians are protected there ; 
accordingly, it is publicly said at Canstantinople and here, 
that the Viceroy of Egypt isa reneggdo, a traitor. and that as 
soon as it can be dose, he will have the merited fate of Ali, 
Pasha of Joannina.” 

Covent-Garden Theztre.--The tragedy of Douglas was last 
night performed, but not performed in a manner commensurate 
with its merits, A gentiemao, whese name, we understand, is 
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Mason, a nephew of Mr. C. Kemble, appeared, for the first time 
on these boards, as the young and passionate Norval, Alas! he 
was not Norval —he had neither the modesty, nor the fire of that 
endearing character. The “ young geatleman” who, last night 
personated the gallant voung Scotchman, is “a fine creature of 
bombast.” With a strong lisp in level speaking —with a decided 
croak when strong passion should be expressed—how came that 
youth to woo the Tragic Mase? Thioks he that tragic genius it 
hereditary in the Kemble family 2? If sach a dream have hithert, 
overclouded Mr, Mason's better mind, it is fitting that it shouls 
be put to flight. He, last evening, gave a very decided proof, 
thateven a well-tutored descendant of the Kemble stock might 
be a very indifferent actor. ‘Great pains have evidently been 
bestowed upon Mr. Mason. He treads the stage well: his acti- 
on, though superabundant, is not without grace; and he labours 
hard to give point to his sentences. Heis well trained, but he 
wants the mens divinior—the ioternal spark—in the ahsence of 
which, the most refined art, even thongh aided by elegance of 
form and perfectness of voice, produces but a momentary effect. 
The school-boy studies, ‘My name is Norval,” and “ Beneath a 
mountain's ‘brow,’ were delivered most inefficiently. Neither 
esteem for the peet, nor respect for the actor, was excited by the 
conventicle style in which they were uttered. We were led to sup- 
pose that the new Norval was reserving all his fire for the scenes 
with Glenalven and Lady Randolph; but when he came to these, 
he was just as torpid as before. Mr. Abbott is an actor of 
much higher grade. No doubt, his Young Norval would be 
bad; but it would be infinitely better than the unfeeling mis- 
representation of Mr.Mason, Injustice, however, we mast ob- 
serve, that this gentleman was honoured with a good deal of ap- 
plause—why, we could not perceive : the manager, perhaps, can 
inform us. The part of Lady Randolph was assigned to Mrs. W. 
Clifford—a_lady who recently performed at the Hay-market 
Theatre, She has, we think, studied in the school of Mrs. 
Bartley. She whines abominably: her sorrows go for no- 
thing, they are all artificial, Mr. Bartley was the Old 
Norval of the evening. He looked life Boniface, and he spoke 
as if he had been refreshing himself with “sundry pots of ale.” 
Mr. Yates played Glenalvon, and really, speaking with reference 
to those who moved around him, he shone like a man of talent, 
The farce of The poor Soldier followed, in which Mr. Keeley, who 
has figured at some of the minor theatres, 
Darby. He isa close observer of Mr. Manden’s style, and went 
through the character very meritoriously. He ought, however, 
to adhere more closely to his text. He introduced readings which 
O'Keefe never thought of. This may be very well at the Cobarg 
or Adelphi; bat it should not be suffered at Covent-garden. 
Patrick was prettily supported by Miss Beaumont; she sang 
*“*My friend and pitcher” in good style. We object, how- 
ever, to the practice of placing ladies in characters which should 
be supported by men. Why did not Mr, Pearman support this 
character? A woman's feelings onght to be respected; but, 
according to theatrical articles, had Miss Beaumont refused to 
appear as Patrick, her fastidiousness would, we suppose, have 
cost her a good round som. Miss Love as Norah, Miss Hallande 
as Kathleen, and Mr. Connor as Father Luke, richly merited the 
applause they received, 


Improvement of the Streets.--Yesterday (Dec. 3,) a second 
moeting was held at the City of London Tavernifor the purpose 
of establishing a Sab-way Company to prevent the necessity of 
opening the pavements of the City of London for the introduction 
pt water and gas pipes, &c. Ke, 


Mr. Williams, the original projector, having been called to 
the Chair, proposed, that a printed prospectus containing the 
particulars of the pian should he read. The following extract 
will give ao idea of the manner in which it is proposed to carry 
it into execution :— 

“In constructing these ‘Sab-ways,’ i propose to open the 
ground to the required depth, say of ten feet; lay a course of 
bricks, stones, or iron, nearly level, or rather curved on the 
ground, five {cet wide, with drains to go into the sewers; raise a 
wal) on cach side five feet bigh, and arch it over, so as to leave 


performed the part of 
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‘are under the streets; 


the height, in the centre of it, seven and a half feet clear; leave 
openings of nine inches in each apright wall, at the distance of 
every twenty feet, three feet from the base ;.from these openings 
carry tunnels to the sides of the streets, and at the end of the 
tannels, fix gratings or, doors, to be opened from the inside ; 
leave similar openings in the top of the arch, at the distance of 
every handred feet, for the admission of tight and aif ; and door- 
ways, five feet high, and three feet wide, ia each side avall where 
these openings are made, 


“These ‘Sub-ways’ may be entered at the sides by doors 
and passages wherever required from the houses and buildings 
in the streets and roads, in the same manner as into cellars that 
and the main pipes for every purpose may 
be placed thereio, on iron cradles, or otherwise ; and the service 
pipes, for the supply of the Public, through the tunnels or open- 
ings, in the side walls, | 


“These ‘Sab-ways’ may also be formed double, or another — 


parallel to the first—one for water, and the other for gas pipes— 
and in any number that may be required with or without doors 
communicating into each or either of the other Sub-ways, 


“ From these ‘Sub-ways’ and ‘ Passages’ access may be had 
into the sewers and drains, or springs, aod well water; and for 
almost every purpose for which the pavement and carriage paths 
in streets, reads, and public ways, haye hitherto been opened, 
&e. &e. 

‘As it must necessarily be undertaken upon a large and 
extensive scale, to be generally useful, and by authority of Par- 
liament, it is pfoposed to raise 100,000/, in transferable shares of 
1007, each, for the * City of London Patent Sob-way Company.’ 


“* This capital to be employed in constructing the ‘ Sab. ways’ 
and ‘ Passages,’ as soon as leave cam be obtained by an Act of 
Parliament: 

“ «The City of London Patent Sab-way Company’ propose 
to receive into their‘ Sub-ways’ the respective pipes of the several 
Companies now in existence, and those that may be created in 
fatare for the flow of any material, at the same price per annaum 
it has hitherto cost each Company for laying down and taking up 
the pipes, upon the average of the last seven years, 

“ They also propose to give access to the work people of the 
Commissionerof Sewers, into and through their ‘Sab-ways,’ for 
the formation and repairs of the sewers and drains, and other 
Purposes, upon feceiving the same sum per annum which they 
have hitherto expended for opening, shoring, and closing the 
Streets, roads, and public ways, upon the oun of thelast seven 

ears, 
‘ This Company engage to preserve the Highways and Pave- 
ments of the streets, roads, and public paths, in the most perfect 
condition, after they are once properly laid down to their satis- 
faction, upon receiving the same annual amount that has hitherto 
been expended for that purpose, upon the average of the last 
seven years,” 

The prospectus being read, Mr. Williams adverted to some 
few objections that had been started to his plan at the former 
meeting, and endeavoured to show that they were entirely without 
foundation, 

After a desultory conversation, in which Mr. S. Dixon, Mr. 
Beringer, and other Gentlemen, took a part, a Committee was 
appointed, for the purpose of ascertaining the namber of miles 
over which the Sub-ways would extend, the expence of each 
mile in bricks or iron, and the income that would probably arise 
to the sabscribers, 


Late Mrs. Garrick.—The late Mis. Garrick was so consci- 
ous of her approaching dissolution, that she ordered the sheets 
which were on the bed when Garrick died, and which were scru- 
puloasly preserved by her, to be aired and put upon her bed, 
Whilst the servant was doing this the old lady expired in her 
chair. 

Mrs. Garrick’s letter of remonstrance against Kean’s Abel 
Druogger was brief: —‘ Dear Sir, you don’t know how to play 
Abel Drugger.’ His reply deserves alsoto be recorded, and 
placed to the credit of his gallantry ;—‘* Dear Madam, I know j1," 
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Report on Bast Endia Trade. 


Report of the Committee of Merchants, Agents, and Ship-Owners, 
in London, connected with the Trade of the Eust Indies.— Presented 
to a General Meeting of the Society held at thei Office, in Broad-Street, 
15th August, 1822, and Ordered to be Printed. 








East India Trade Committee’ Room, 53, Broad-Street, 15th Atgust, 1822. 


At the General Meeting, held this day, Epwarp Fretrcner, Esq. 
ia the Chair, the following Resolutions were passed unuavimously : 


Ist.—Proposed by Wm. Burnir, Esq. and seconded by Henry 
Porcuer, E<q. MP. That this Meeting, faily concurring in the sen- 
timents expressed by their Committee ia the Report now presented and 
read, do approve of the same; and that the said Report be printed 
and circulated under the direction of the Committee, 


2d,—Proposed by T.G. Basineton, Esq. and seconded by Joun 
Cocnerett, Esq. That the views and objects of this Association” be 
farther made known to the Commercial Commanity of India, throngh 
the gentlemen at the several Presideucies, with whom the Committee 
have been in correspondence, 


38d.—Proposed by H. St. Georce Tucker, Esq. and seconded by 
W.H. Trant, Esq. Honorary Members, Toat the cordial Thanks of 
this Society are specially due to the Gentlemen forming the Committee, 
for the zeal and ability with which they have executed the important 
trust reposed in them, 

E. FLETCHER, Chairman, 

Proposed by Henry Bonnam, Esq. seconded by R.C. Bazerr, 
Esq. and resolved unanimously, That the Thanks of this Meeting be 
given to EpwarD Frercuer, Esq, for the able manner in which he has 
presided on the present occcasion, 

REPORT, &c. §c, 


THE increasing importance of the the private trade with the East 
Indies, since the year 1813, and the necessity of guarding the interést 
created and extended by the new system, adopted at that period led to 
the formation of this Society in 1821, 


The chief objects which its founders had ia view were, 


1st.—To watch over every measure, whether proceeding from His 
Majesty's Government, the East india Company, or the Legislature, 
which might affect the commercial ioterests of India, and the branches 
of trade connected therewith. 


2d.—To establish a centre of union, at which such measures and 
their effects might be examined and discussed, 


3d,—To point ont to the proper authorities any grievances arising 
from the existing regulations of the East India trade, avd to propose 
suitable remedies. 


4th.—To bring forward, from time to time, such improvements in 
the general system, and in the legislative enactments on which it is 
grounded, as their practical experience might suggest, aud which were 
likely to become expedient in a trade of 60 receut a date, and so compli- 
cated in its details, 


To your Committee the prosecution of these objects was confided, 
and it is now theirddty, after the lapse of eignteen months, to show 
to the Society at large in what manner the trust has been executed. 
With this view, your Committee proceed to lay before you an abstract 
of their proceedings, showing what they have done, and what yet 
remains to be performed ; and (assuming that the expediency of reao- 
dering this Society permanent will be cleariy manifested throughout 
that sammary) your Committee will conclude by poiuting out what ap- 
pears to them the most advisable course to pursue. 


ABSTRACT. 


The first question that came before your Committee was the pro- 
posed increase of duties on East India sugars. Indeed, to the difficni- 
ties under which the East India trade laboured, at that time, iu contend- 
ing against the combined measures of the powerful interests opposed to 
them, the establishment ofthe Society, may be said to owe its origin. 


That important question will, therefore, form a prominent feature 
in the abstract oftheirlabours. Reserving the sugar question, then, to 
the last, your Committee proceed te state what they have done in other 
matters, to which their attention bas been called siuce their estabviish- 
meant. 

MARINE INSURANCES. 

In the Session of 1821, a Bill was proposed, by which the policy- 
duty on risks by ship or ships, beyond the Cape ef Good Hope, would 
have been virtually doubled, while that on all other risks would have 
been lowered one half: your Committee took the easiiest opportunity 
of pointing out the injustice of this measure to His Majesty's Govern. 
ment, and the Bill was then dropped. It was revived in the Session of 
the present year retaining the clauses as to ship or ships, and dovule 
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voyages, but without the objectionable distinction as to policies beyond 

the Cape of Good Hove, which would, consequently, have partaken of 
the proposed reduction. The Bill, from its complicated nature, and the 
late period of the Session, has however, again been withdrawn. Your 
Committee are of opinion, that, to facilitate the effecting of Todian in- 
surances in this country, policies on ship or ships should not be liable to 
duties double the amount of those imposed on policies in which the 
vessel can be named ; and should the measure be hereafter resumed, 
they will continue their opposition to it on that and other obvioug 
grounds of objection. 


AGENCY AT THE CAPE OF GOOD HOPE. . 


The want of an efficient Agent at the Cane Good Hope having been 
experienced in some recent cases of shipwreck, your Committee deemed 
it proper to appoint Messrs. Nisbet and Dickson to that office, on behalf 
of all persons connected with the Society, in such contingencies only ; 
and having communicated upon the subject with the Committee of 
Lloyd's, that body appointed the same gentiemea to their Agency at 
that Colony, which was then vacant. 


SHIPPING AND COMMERCIAL REGULATIONS. 


At a very early period your Committee opened a correspondence 
with gentlemen connected with the Commercial Interests at the three 
Presidencies in India, with a view to obtain an accurate knowledge of 
any inconveniences which might attend the existing Shipping and Com- 
mercial Regniations. Hitherto the correspondence has not led to any 


_results which require particular notice ; but your Committee have the 


satisfaction to report, that the establishment of the Society has met with 
their decided approbation. Memorials transmitted from those several 
Presidencies, urging the advantages of au intercourse between China 
and Foreign Europe in British ships, have been forwarded to the Pre- 
sident of the Board of Trade, and to the Chairman of the Foreign Trade 
Committee. Your Committee are unwilling to enter at length into the 
disenssion of a subject on which some difference of sentiment may 
possibly exist ; bat they agree inthe opinion expressed by the Commit. 
tee of the House of Commons, * that no restrictions upon commerce 
should be imposed or retained, for which there is not a clear aud 
undonbted necessity ;"’ and they consider that the objects to which the 
exertions of the Committee have been and should be directed on this 
head are as folluws :— 
1.—LICENSES. 


As to Licenses—To both ship and persons proceeding to India,’ 
every facility consistent with security should be afforded ; and while 
your Committee do not deem it expedient toresist the proposed measure 
of obliging outward bound ships to touch at some principal settlement 
previously to their unrestricted trading with other Indian ports, it is 
under the impression that this restrictive regulation is considered, by 
the Court of Directors, essential to the authority and controul which 
ought to be vested in their local governments. Your Committee trust, 
however, that neither this nor the local regulations at the ports of India 
willimpede the freest exercise of commerce, or the residence of persons 
of respectable character and station in India for commercial purposes, 
ou which the extension of the trade so mainly depends. 


The same principle governs your committee with reference to the 
2.—SIZE OF SHIPS. 


Whilst British vessels, engaged in the trade between India, aed 
Malta, and Gibraltar, and also Foreign Europe,are under no restriction 
as to size, your Committee cannot perceive the policy of continuing the 
restriction where it is least needed ; namely, in the case of the direct 
trade between Iodia aud Great Britain; at the same time, your Commite 
tee are decidedly of opinion, that, however desirable its removal may be 
to the British free trader, the paramount claims of justice demand that 
no measure of this kind should be enacted without a fair consideration 
being shown to India built shipping; and that no extension of privilege 
should be granted to British ships until British India built ships are 
relieved from the restriction of a limited registry, and admitted to a 
participation in the advantages attaching to a general British registry 
now enjoyed by vessels built in all other colonies and dependencies of 
the empire. 

8.—LASCARS, 


By the existing law, the East India Company are bound to proyide 
for the maintenance here, and the return to India, of all Asiatic seas 
men which way come to this country, either in their own or in private 
ships; and where expense isincurred on account of the latter, the 
owners are respousibie to the Company for its repayment; but it ought 
to be considered, that the owners have no power of compelling the 
seamen to return; and it is a fact well known to your Committee, that 
scarcely a ship with Lascars artives from India, some of the crew of 
which do not abscond, and thos become a burden on the owners, 
Your Committee are of opivion, that contron! should be given where 
protection is required and respousibility attaches ; and they have drawn 
the attention of several Members of the Court of Directors to the Bube 
ject, with a yiew of obtaining some equitable regulations thereon, 
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There is another point, connected with this branch of the subject, 
which demands serious consideration, viz.—the obligation of carrying 
back in India ships two crews,—the Lascar crew, which, in couse- 
quence of the absolnte want of British seamen, had been brought from 
India; and the British crew, which every vessel, leaving Great Britain 
must carry out in proportion to her tonnage. 


4.—PREIGHTS. 


This important question has occupied the attention of your Com- 
mittee; bot they have not yet been able to arrive at any satisfactory 
resajt. Their object has been, in conjunction with the ship owners, to 
atrange some system for regulating the settlement of freights from 
India, which may form the general custom of the trade, and govern 
every case not provided for by a specific contract. The various diffi- 
enlties and disputes that are constantly occurring in the adjustment of 
India freights, render it a most desirable object to effect this; and 
your Committee hope, at an early veriod, to be able to digest a plan 
which shali be satisfactory to all parties. 


THE TRADE TO CEYLON. 


An interview was obtained with Mr. Gonlbarn on the subject of 
the daties levied in this island, and the opening of the trade in cinna- 
mon was then strougly urged. Ofthis subject your Committee will not 
lose sight. They intend again to press it upon the attention of his Ma- 
jesty’s Coveroment, previous to the departare of the Commissioners 
appointed to inquire into the state of Ceylon and other British Colonies 
in the eastern seas. 

SINCAPORE. 

The importance of this settlement, as an emporium for the distribn- 
tion of British mannfactures thronghout the Eastern Archipelago, China, 
Cochin China, and Siam, has not escaped the solicitude of your Com- 
mittee. Since the Memorial was presented to Government on this suby 
ject last year, no farther communication has been made as to the pro- 
gress of the negotiation; but the manner in which this settlement is 
adverted to ia the Report of the Foreign Trade Committee,—the recent 
mission of Mr. Crawford to Siam,—and the assurances from the Board 
of Contronl that they are alive to the importance of the subject, lead 
your Committee to bope that the British interests in that quarter will 
not be neglected. It is, however, the intention of yonr Committee to 
address the Board of Controvt upon it during the present recess of 
Parliament. (See Appendix A.) 

EAST INDIA DOCK DUES. 


Your Committee are strongly impressed with the importance of 
obtaining a resonable reduction in the exorbitant rates charged at the 
East India Docks, and a change inthe present dilatory system prevail- 
ing there; but whilst a Committee of the House of Commons were 
engaged in the consideration of the Charter of the West India Dock 
Company, they did not consider it expedient to press the subject on 
the attention of Government. As it is understood, however, that a 
reduction of the rates chargeable at the other Docks will take place, yonr 
Committee will not fail to require, on behalfof the East India trade, 
a correspondent reduction of Dock-Charges: and they trust that, on 
the expiration of the Charters of the present Dock Companies, a gene- 
ral system of coerpetition will be adopted. 


WAREHOUSE RENT. 


No answerhas been retarned toan application which was made to 
the East India Company for areduction inthe Rates of Warehouse-Rent 
brit your Committee iatend to re-call the attention of the Court of Di- 
rectors to the subject, as, from the general fall of prices, the present 
Rates are, in many instances, extremely oppressive, and beyond the 
fair remuneration for labour and interest on capital embarked io the 
Company's warehouses, 

EXCHANGES. 

Your Committee have been in the habit, from time to time, of 
poting down the existing Rates of Exchange for Bills on the several 
Presideucies in India, and they conceive this register may be of use to 
the several anmbers of the Society, to whose inspection it will, at all 
times, be open. 

COFFEE, PEPPER, AND TOBACCO. 


, SIZE OF PACKAGES. 

Yonr Committee have long felt the inconvenience arising from the 
revenue regulation of the Excise, which requires coffee to be imported 
in bags of not less than one hundred pounds net weight. Constant 
seizures have taken place, and the recovery has been attended with 
delay, much official correspondence, and eventually, severe fines ; and 
in some cases, coufiscation has followed. Representations have been 
repeatediy made, pointing oat the impolicy of driving the coffee-trade 


from this country, by such restrictions, to Holland, where none existe ; 


and to which the trade from Java is now more natnrallydirected. Whilst 
this grievance remained auredressed, pepper was removed from the 
Customs to the Excise, and placed, by the Acts 1 and 2 Geo. 1V. cap, 
105, under asimilar restriction after the 5th of January, 1823. A Me- 
morial on the subject was immediately presented to the Treasury, and a 
communication made to the East India Company, who have joined your 
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Committee ia their application for relief. The sabject is stiltunder con- 
sideration, For the information of the Society, a copy of the fast Let- 
ter from the Committee to the Lords of the Treasary is given in the 
Appendix(B). Similar incoaveniences are experienced in the case of 


tobacco. 
SAGO. 


This article, as imported from the East Indies is dow chiefly used 
in hospitals, It was formerly considered an article of food, classed 
accotdingly, and admitted with rice and other articles duty free; the 
classification has since been departed from ; for while rice has been sub« 


: jected to a daty of Ss. per cwt. only, a duty of T4s, 8d. per cwt. has been 


affixed tosago, which operates as a prohibition. An application for a 
rednction of the daty bas, in consequence, been made, but hitherto 
without effect. 

BORAX. 


Whilst East India Borax was subjected to the heavy import daty of 
Is. 8d. per Ib, on refined, and 8d. per Ib. on unrefined, the importation of 
boracic acid, from Italy, was permitted duty free. The impolicy of this 
preference rendered an application necessary for an assimilation of the 
daty on these articles respectively ; and your Committee are infurmed 
that the request has been acceded to. 


Having gone through these several subjects your Committee now 


proceed to, 
THE SUGAR QUESTION. 


In April, 1821, it being in the contemplation of His Majesty’s Go- 
vernment, as the suggestion of the West Tadia planters aed merchants, 
to increase the duty chargeable on East India sugars, viz. 2s. 6d. per 
ewt. additional on Muscovade, and 7s 6d. per cwt. on clayed, your 
Committee engaged ina determined opposition to a measure so detri- 
mental to the commercial and sgricultoral interests of Endia, and to the 
trade of Great Britain with that country ; a correspondence was opened 
with the East India Association of Liverpool, and the Chambers of Com. 
merce at Birmingham, Manchester, &c.; a petition was drawn up and 
presented to the honourable the House of Commons ; resolutions embody - 
ing the snbstance of the arguments in favourof the East India interests 
were adopted, (see Appendix C); and interviews obtained with His 
Majesty’s ministers, The result was partially successfal. The new 
duty on Muscovado East India sugar was abandoned ; the classification 
of East India sngars, with an increase of 5s. per ewt. on clayed, or that 
of a quality equal to clayed, and a prohibitory daty on foreign sugars 
from places eastward of the Cape of Good Hope, enacted fora short 
period only, with an assurance from - His Majesty’s mioisters that East 
India sngars ef the quality then imported from Bengal, shonid not be 
affected by the classification ; and, fivally, that the whote question as to 
the justice and expediency of any protecting duty whatsoever should 
be referred to a Committee of the Hovse of Commons, previously to the 
expiration of the temporary act in March, 1823. 


The new Acts Ist. and 2d. Geo. IV. came into operation in the 
course of the sommer ; it was imperfect and contradictory in some of its 
clanses ; a correspondence in consequence took place, and the segges- 
tions of your Committee were adopted by the Treasury, in a minate, 
dated 28th March last, (See Appendix D.) 

The officers of the Castoms having intimated an intention of charg. 
ing all East India sngar which they might consider equal to clayed, with 
the increased duty, leaving the onus of proving the negative on the im- 
porters, a correspondence was resumed with the Treasury ; a standard 
was asked for, and, ona reierence to the Commissioners of Customs 
proposed by that Board; but it proved, as the Committee apprehended, 
one which affected ali white Bengal sugars, contrary to the spirit of the 
act, and the explanation given by the Chancellor of the Exchequer in 
his place in the House of Commons, A representation to this effect has 
been made, which yet waits a reply, 


In discussing with His Majesty’s ministers the proposed increase of 
daties, your Committee took occasion to point oat to them, in the 
Strongest terms, the injustice of the existing duty on East India sugar, 
which is 10s. per cent. more than that chargeable on West India sugar ; 
and they urged the propriety of an e¢qnal ad valorum duty on both kinds. 
One of the chief arguments against this proposition, aod upon which 
His Majesty's ministers strongly insisted, arose from the restrictions 
imposed by the colonial system ou the West Lodies whieh in their opinion 
entitled the West Indians to the compensatiun of a snbstantial prefer. 
ence of their sugars in the home market, 


Early in the last session of parliament, two bills were bronght for. 
ward by the President of the Board of Trade, to do away the main res- 
trictions of the colonial system. By these bills it was proposed io open 
the trade of the West Indies with the United States, the independent 
Soath American Governments, and the Continent of Europe, Yoar 
Committee immediately embraced the opportunity which wae thus afford- 
ed them, of pressing upon His Mojesty’s ministers and parliament the 
claims of the East indies ; and confidently appealedto their justice that, 
when the restrictions on the trade of the Wést Indies should be remov- 
ed, the additional’ duties on East India sugars shoald simuitaneonsly 
cease. A petition to this effect was presented to the honourable the 
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House of Commons, (see Appendix E.) and an interview was obtained 
with His Majesty’s ministers. 

At the same moment that these measures were iv progress for the 
relief of the West India colonies, a bill for the regulation of the East 
India trade was brought into parliament, and the conearrence of the 
East India Company in the measure was requested throngh the medinm 
of a general court. This bill admitted the British free trader to the 
whole of the conntry, or port to port trade, took away all restrictions 
as to the size of vessels, modified the system of licenses, and permitted an 
intercolonial trade between the East avd West Indies, imposing, how- 
ever, heavy duties on East Inaian manufactares upon theirintrodaction 
into the West Indies ; butit neither gave any reciprocal advantage to 
the shipping of British India, nor did it propose to diminish the ine- 
quality in the daties on sugar; alihongh both these points had very 
properly been brought tothe notice of the Board of Controul by the 
Court of Directors. 

Tue whole measnre certainly bore the appearance of having been 
framed to meet the pressing demands of the West Tudia and Shipving 
interests here, without the slightest regard to the claims of British India. 
Your Committee determined, therefore to stand forward in vindication 
of their own rights, and those ofthe immense pupulation of India. They 
called a general meeting of the Society, which was namerously attend. 
ed,and the resolutions, a covv of which will be foand in the Appendix 
(E), were unanimously adopted. 


The general court of proprietors of East India stock, which had 
been called to conenrin the measare, offered the best opportunity of 
publicly end effectually a-serting the princigles laid down in those 
resolusions. Your Committee, therefore, availed themselves of it; and 
gave the most strennous supportto Mr. Charles Forbes, who undertook 
to come forward on the occasion, and most ably advocated their cause. 
The resolutions moved by that gentleman, and adopted by the Conrt of 
Proprietors, werein strict conformity with the views of yonr Committee ; 
and they are prepared to justify themin all their extent; (see Appen- 
dix G). The effect of the public discnssion which was thus excited 
has certainly been highiv beneficial ;*he decided opnosition which was 
thos evinced by the proprietors to an acquiescence in the proposed mea- 
sure, led to the abandonment of the bill for the pres ent. 

The Sagar Daties, which wereto exvire in March, 1823, have been 
renewed for another vear only ; but the renewal was accompanied by 
a solemn pledge from his Majesty's nai, and the Board of Controul, 
that the whole qnestion should geceire afair and fall investigation dar- 
ing the next session of parliament, in a committee ef the Honse of Com- 
mons. 

In looking to the futafe, therefore, the first and most obvions daty 
of the Society will be, te prepare the means of doing justice to the claims 
of British India in the promised parliamentary investigation of the ques- 
tion now at issue betweeen the sugar of the East Indies and that- 
of the West. The various bearings of this question, and the wide 
range which it embraces, may, in some degree, be estimated, from: 
what has aiready been stated in this Report, and will be more clearly 
seen by the Petitions tothe House of Commons already alluded to, 
The Society will feel that itis essential to the suecess of their canse, 
not only that its justice should be established in argument, but that 
the evidence addaced in sopport of their different allegations should 
be clear and conclusive. It beeomes necessary, therefore, to prepare’ 
and arrange the vaerity of testimony, both docamentary’and oral, 
which may be required to establish their case before a Committee 
of the House of Commons, and throngh that medium befo-e Par. 
liament and the public. Shonid this object be effected in euch a man- 
ner as to exhibit the real merits of the question, however dificalt it may 
be fouud to overeome, in the first instance, the powe fol parlia- 
mentary influence, which is ranged on the side of the West India 
monopoly, the Committee cannot but anticipate a favourable final result, 
The unequivoeat demands of justice, no less than the soundest princi- 
ples of national policy, are diametrically opposed to the restrietiens laid 
on the East India sugar trade, whilst the intereats of the whole popuia- 
tion of India, and the whole population of the United Kingdom, also, so 
clearly cali for their removal, that vour Committee cannot entertaina 
doubt, provided the approaching opportunity of thorengh investigation 
shail be duly improved, of ultimate and even eariy success. 


With these views your Committee feel that a most important charge 
devolves upou them or collecting aud digesting the vody of evidence 
which may be necessary, either for establishing our own case, or for 
disproving the allegations of our opponents; aud, tor this purpose, the 
Committee will avail themselves of the power which ts given them of 
adding to their number such members of the general body as are con- 
versant with the question, and cau affuid time to promote the highly 
importaut object in view. 


The experience which yonr Committee have had, since their ap- 
pointment, has enabied them to perceive that it is mot merely in 
respéct to the question of sugar, that the vastinterests conuected with 
the openiug commerce of the East require the unceasing aod vigilant 
superintendance of sach an association as this. Without the slightest 
wish to imply avy blame on public meu, it is obvious that ibey are liable 
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to be influenced by partial and plausible representations, backed by the 
immediate and pressing importunity of interested parties; especially 
when these representations are uncontradicted, and that importanity 
experiences no conntetaction; and they are thus induced to make 
concessions to those parities which, without any such intention, may 
fo deeply to affect larger but mere remote interests. The agricnl- 
tnral aud commercial interests of India stand, in this tespert, in a 
most nfavonrable predicament: they are, it must be admitted, vast 
and infinitely important beyond those of any other of our transmarine 
possessions; buat still tuey are remote; measnrea deeply and vitally 
affecting them may be discussed and carried into effect (nay, per. 
haps, as already in too many instances, may be carried into effect 
without disenssion) before they have bad any opportunity given them of 
vindicating their rights ; and itis needless to point. ont how much easier 
it is to obstrnet an injurious measure in its\progress, than to obtain its 
repeal whenit has once been passed. It appears, therefore, to your 
Committee, that, with a view to the effectnal protection of these great 
interests, not only onght there to be formed, at the several Presidencies 
of British India, associations representing the commercial community of 
that vastempire, but that these associations shonld be in constant and 
active communication with your establi-iment in London, to which all 
information should converge. Standing on the post of observation, you 
would be able, with greater promptitude, to discover and ward off any 
threatened danger; and vonr Committee, combining the sentiments and 
wishes of the aggregate of their constituents, might be able, also, with 
effect, to urge on the Government aud Legislature their claims to a fair 
aud just measure of consideration, your Committee repeat—toa fair 
and just measure of consideration; for, beyond this, neither the views of 
your Committee, nor, they are persuaded, of any member of this Society 
would, for one moment, be extended. Their very fundamental principle 
being the entire freedom of commerce ; they disclaim, at the outset, any 
right or title to the slightest shadow of peculiar or exclusive privilege, 
They can never, therefore, have any claims to urge which do uot e-sewti- 
ally involve the clear and unambiguous advantage of the general interests 
of the British émpire. 

Tue exvediency of suchan institation is further illustrated by what 
is done io almost all similar cases. There is scarcely a colony belonging 
to the British crown which does not employ av agent to watch over its 
interests, and to advocate its claims ; there is not, it is believed, a sin. 
gle island iu the West Indies without such an ageut ; bat. in addition to 
this, the whole body of West Indian planters and merchants is formed 
iate one great and combined association, represented by a Committee in 
London, svecially charged with the care of their concerns, and deriving 
the means of promotiyg their general objects from the accumulated con. 
tributions of ail who are interested in West Indiin agricuitore ant com 
meree. The influence manifestly possessed by the West Indian body, 
both in and out of Parliament, is, ina great part, to be traced to this 
organization. 

Your Committee having thas explained their general views as to the 
futore, it will follow, provided they are aporoved, that, in order to carry 
them into efféct, considerable expense will be incurred; there must be 
ari office for the transaction of a business of such maguitnde; there must 
be asecretary to devote his time and his talents to the conduct of it, and 
to the extensive correspondence, both fureign and domestic, to which 
such an institution will necessarily lead; there may be required, from 
time to time, additional assistance ; expense will also be occasioned by 
the printing and circulationof reports and other statements which may be 
requisite for the information either ofthe members of the Society, or of 
the public at large, and by other contingencies; and all this is indepen. 
dent of any exnense which may attend snch a vigorous occasional effort 
as is now indispensable, for fully and fairly meeting the parliamentary 
investigation about to take place, 


For these. purposes, it seems to your Committee, thatit will be ex. 
pedient for the members, of the Society to continne their suberiptions 
for the present, to meet the expenses of thecurrent year ; at the same 
time, they consider it advisabietocommunicate the views and objects 
referred toin this Report, to the Gentlemen in India, with whom the 
Committee have beenin correspéndence. And the Committe fee! confi- 
dent that the co-operation of the commercial and other interests in India, 
both European and Native, will be cheerfally granted, in contributing to 
a fund to cover, the annual expenses hereafter. 


Having stated thus muck, your Committee submit the whole snbject 
tathe consideration of the Meeting, in the confidence that they will adopt 
that coarse, which, under all the circumstances of the case, is the most 
wise and pradeut, and the best adapted to promote the great objects of 
their asssociation. 





E. FLETCHER, Chairman, 
APPENDIX- , 





A.— Extract from the Report of the Select Committee of the House of Lorde 
on Foraign Trade, dated. 11th April, 1821. 

“ Tie maintenance of a free port, eligibly situated amongst the Tu. 

dian islands, uuder British protection, whic the magnitude of oar estab. 

lishments in that quarter of the globe may enable us to support at much 
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less expense than anv other nation, may ba attended with the greatest be- 
nefit tocommerce and civilization. The importance of «nch a station, and 
the quick perception of its advantages, formed by the n-tive traders in 
that part of the globe,may bie estimated by the rapid rise of Sincapore, dur- 
ing the vearthat ithas been in the possession of the British Government, 
and opened for the purposes of general trade. The population, which had 
before scarcely amonnted to two liundred souls, in three months in- 
creased to not less than three thousand, and now exceeds ten thonsand 
in the whole; while one hundred and seventy three sail of vessels, of 
different descriptions, arrived and sailed in the course of the first two 
months.” 


B.—ToS. R. Lusnineton, Esq. Secretary of His Mejesty’s Treasury. 
Sir, 

T rave laid before the Committee of East India trade your let- 
ter of the 19th April, with its inelosare, from the Commissioners 
of Excise relative to the expediency of continuing the stowage of coffee 
aud pepper in bage of INO ths. weight; and agreably to your permission, 
Itake the liberty ofoffering their obse rvations thereon, 


The merchants are fally persuaded that it is the wish of His Ma- 
jesty’s Government to afford every facility consistent with the security 
of the revenne, and would take leave to observe, that whilst pepper 
and coffee were under different systems, though the former (pepper) 
was chargeable with amuch higher daty than coffee, and allowed to be 
imported in bulk, no loss was snstainetl by the revenne, uo frands 
proved, or supposed tobe practised, on the part of the importers. It 
does, therefore, seem hard that, with this oractical illustration before 
them, the Board of Excise should recommend the restrictive system to be 
avplied to pepper, rather than the oven system to be extended to coffee, 
when it is equelly notorions that Reveone Boards, the Treasury, and the 
merchants, have been subjected to constant vexations and disputes, and 
the merchants, also, to delay and serious loss, by the restrictions attach- 
ing to the article of coffee. 


The merchants respectfully contend that all anthority derived from 
experience is in favonr of a free system, which does not injure the re- 


venue, whilst itrelieves allparties from the inconveniences attaching to, 


ile restrictive lawa, 


They are aware that there may be some advantage in the keeping 
of the accounts at the Excise, by the importation of pepper in packages ; 
but thisobject is obtained by the practice of the East India 
Company in re.packing all pepper imported, whether theirowa or thit 
of private merchants, into bags of an unvaried weight. Withregard to 
coffee, allihat is requested is a liseral consideration when no attempt at 
fraud is supported to exist, and a modification of the restriction, (ifthe 
free system is uot adopted,) so as to admit bags of 60 lbs. weight, Bat, 
in respect to pepper, the merchants connected with India mast beg 
leave to repeat their observations, that no necessity whatever exists for 
the extension of the restrictive system to that article; and, in general, 
that the loss in freight,in distant voyage, by stowing in packages, partica- 
larly of large size, is very considerable ; thatthe argument relative to 
the facility of procuring bags can apply to British colonies only, and not 
to the Dutch Island of Java, nor to the districts in India and Sumatra, 
where the pepper is procured trom the natives,—ignorant of British 
Revenne-Laws, and attached to the course of business practised for a 
great length oftime. That nosimilarrestrictions being imposed ou the 
Dutch trade ia coffee, from Java to Holland, vor generally on that of 
foreign nations to whom India and Sumatra are opened, the vexations 
and losses arising therefrom fall, exclusively, onthe British trader, and 
operate us an additional metive to carry the Indian trade, from Great 
Britain to other countries ; and these restrictions are the less necessary 
as applied to vessels importing into the United Kingdom under the regu. 
lations of the Mainifest Act; for, if an infraction ot the Revenue. Laws 
was contemplated, British and foreign vessels, bound to the Continent 
of Europe, and not subjected to such restrictions, would furnish stronger 
temptations to illicit traffic; 


present 


iu respectfully soliciting their Lordships’ attention to these obser- 

vations, I trust that the wishes of the East India Merchants will be fa- 

voutably received, and provision made accordingly in the Warehonsing 

Bill, which, it is anderstood, will be brought forward mext session, 
under the sanction of the Board of Trade. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 
Your most obedience bumble servant, 
E. FLETCHER, 
Chairman of the East India Trade Committee, 


Committee-Room, 53, Old Broad. Street, June 28, 1822. 





C.—London, 13th April, 1821. 


At « Meeting of Londen Merchants and agents connected with the trade to 
the East Indies, the followiag Resolutions were passed unanimously : — 


Ast.—That, previously tothe arrangement of the duties on sugars 
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in 1812, the advantage enjoyed by West Iudia sugars was 3s, per cwt, 
—viz. 


Zeaqgeza é. 
Duty on East India sugars...,..permanent 1 2 6 
DR Wess i ce echoes tc a OR. 6 te SG 
Daty on West India sngats.,.,permanent 1 0 6 
DG cic ddesovesdics ssc cpap 10°C 3-'R 
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2d.—That the said arrangement was framed before the results of 
the free trade could be known, and, consequently, without experience 
of its wants, its extent, and its benefits, which all imperatively call for 
a restoration of the old daty, rather than an addition to the new, 


$d.—That the duty then increased to 10s. per ewt. in favour of 
West India sngars, was intended for their protection in the bome trade, 
and not for the exctusion of the East India sugars. 


4th —That the argument grounded on the disproportionate reduc 
tion of Fast India freights is faliacious.* 


First,—Because the present extreme depression is accidental, 
and must be temporary ; atising from the extraordinary 
influx of shipping upon the opening of the free trade and 
the close ot the war in 1814—15.+ 


Secondly,—Becanse the East India trade is not governed by t' e 
regular system of plantation culture, shippers and ship. 
owners in the India trade being distinct, and excess of 
Shipping in India enhancing the prime cost of praduce. 

5th.—That the present low price of East Iudia sugars in the home. 
market, affords no jast eritivion anyon which te legislate, it being impos- 
sible such prices can continue; the average loss ou imvortations of sus 
gar, during the last three years, exceeding 33 per cent, 

6th.—That, siace 1813, freights of sugar from the West Indies 
have fallen from 10s. to5s pec ewt. and the cust of plantation supplies 
from the mother country and Amevica has been reduced, and these re- 
dactions, not affecting British India, afford additional protection to the 
West India, interests exclusively. 


7th.—That, in point of fact, the consumption of West India sugars 
has not decreased since the partial introduction of East India sugars 
into the market. 


8th.—That the actaal cost even of meddling East Tadia sugar 
stands as follows ; 


At 10 Sa. Rs, per Br. Maund, at 2s. 6d........4...348. per cwt. 
Add freight 
Charges ...ccecscccess 
Protectingduty .. 


ha chee 6640.000e0b0cee08. 60000 C8600 
scocte 2 Gh 





79s. Gd. 
They sell at 33e, } 
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Loss.. 9s, 6d. per cwt, 
9th.—That, is mixed cargoes are indispensable to the trade with 
the East Indies, the light goods, snch as cotton, indigo, silk, safflower, 
drags, &c. must be enhanced ia price, to cover the heavy loss on the 
gruff articles, if once excluded from the home-consamption by increased 
duties, a result highly detrimental to the British manufacturers, 


10th.—That, supposing the law to be hereafter relaxed, and indi. 
rect imports of Asiatic produce from the Continent of Enrope to be 
permitted, the trade will then centre in foreiga-ports, tu the serions inju- 
ry of the British merchant, manufactarer, and ali dependent on him for 
employment, and of the public revenue 


11th.—That the growing importance of the trade with British India, 
affording so extensive and improving a market for British Manufactures, 
claims the protection of His Majesty’s Government, more particulatly at 
a time whea serious difficulties exist in obtaining returns, and whea 
British piece goods ere gradually displacing the native manufacture ¢ 

12.th—That the act of 1813, allowing the import of the produce of 
foreign Asiatic states, through the mediam of British India, with a view 
to encourage the consumption of British manufactures in those countries, 
and, also,to furnish amean of supplying dead weight to the British 
trade from Western Lodia, has operated most beneficially in accomplishing 
these objects, but that the proposed prohibitory duiy on foreign Asiatic 





* Assumed from 18s. to 6s. per cwt. on sugar. 
t Likely to level to £10, to £12 per ton out and home, or not under 
9s, per cwt. home on sugar. 
¢ The importation in Calcutta, alone, of British manufactored 
cotton goodé increased, from 1813 to 1821, from £10,000 to £300,000, 
and the exchange was reduced from 2s, 8d, to 2s. 4d, per S. R. 
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eugars, will materially defeat these views of the Legislature, by dimi. 
nishiog the means of trading with the Eastern Archipelago, Penang, and 
the uew settlement of Sincapore. 

13:h.—That we deprecate the proposal cf equalizing the duty on 
Past India sugars, of quality similar to claved West India sagars, being 
convisced it will preve impracticabie in execution, and involve importers 
and buyers in vexations embarrasments whilst the quantity is tuo insig- 
nificant to affect the West India interest or the revenue, 





At a Meeting at the Citu of London Tavern, on the 17th of April, 1821, the 
following Resolutions were passed unanimously. 


Ist —Moved by R. C. Bazetr, Esq. seconded by G. G, pe H. 
Larrent, Esq. That this meeting deprecate in the strongest: manner 
any addition whatever to the existing duty ou the importation of East 
Iodia Sugars for home cousumption, being convinced that it will prove 
highly injurious te the interests of the merchant, Manufacturer, ship. 
owner, aud the numerons classes dependent on them, 

2d.— Moved by E. Fietcuer, Esq. seconded by J. H. Parmer, 
Esq. That the proposed alteration in the mode of elassing East India 
sugars, and of subjecting the finer qualities to the additional duty levied 
on clayed sugars, will prove in operation most vexatious and embarras- 
ing to all parties interested in the trade to the East Ludies, 


3d.— Moved by W. CrawForp, Esq. seconded by R. Ricnarps, 
Esq. That a Petition be presented to the Honourable the House ot Com- 
imons against any addition to, or alteration of the existing duty on East 
Jndia sugars, " 

4th. - Moved by J. Forres Mircuent, Esq. seconded by G. Lyatt., 
Esq. That the Petition now drawn out ve signed by the Meeting, and left 
for signatures at the City of London Tavern, until Saturday, the 28th 
instant. 

J. ALEXANDER, Chairmen. 

Moved by J. Forses Mitcuett, Esq. seconded by H. BLAnsnann, 
Esq. that the Tiaanks of this Meeting are due to J, ALexanper, E-q, tor 
his conduct in the Chair, and his attention, generally, to this subject, 





To the Honourable the Commons of the United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Ireland in Parliament assembled. : 
The humble Petition of the undersigned Merchants, 
Ageuts, Ship-Owners, aud others, interested 
in the Trade to the East Indies, and resideut io 
Lendon. 
Humbly sheweth, 
That your Petitioners are extensively engaged as Mer- 
ceants, Agents, and Ship-Owners, in the Trade to the East Indies. 


Tuat your Petitioners are informed a Billis now pending before 
your Honourable House to regulate the duties to be bereafter paid on 
the importation of sugar for home-consumption, aud that certaiu addi- 
tions to and alrerations of the existing duties are intended to be intro- 
duced therein, with a view still farther to protect the interests of His 
Majesty’s plantations in the West Indies, 

That your Petitioners are firmly convinced such alterations and ad- 
ditions wili altugether exclude sugars, the produce of His Majesty's 
territories and dominions inthe East Indies, from the home consumption 
market to the serious injury of the native population of India, and of the 
shipping, manufacturing, aod commercial interests of the empire, now so 
deeply ivoived in the free trade to the East Iudies. 

That, prior to the commencement of the free trade in 1813, the 
difference between the duties levied ou the West and East India sugars, 
was 3s. per cwt, oniy, but was increased in 1813-14, to 10s, per cwt. in 
favour ot the former ; aud that your Petitioners are prepared to prove the 
same relative protection is now afforded as was iuteaded to be given by 
the said additional duty iu 1814. ™ 

Tuat your Petitivnersare under the necessity of bringing sugar 
from the East ludies, that being the only article on which they can 
de»eud tor dead weight; and mixed cargoes of heavy and light goods 
being inuispensable to the said trade. 


That your Petitioners are prepared to prove the average losses sus- 
tained by them, for the lest three years, on their importations of sugar, 
exceed 30 per cent, on the prime cost, 

That the total quaotity of Eat India sugar consumed in the home- 
market has never exceeded, in any One year, more thau 2 to 3 per cent. 
ou the importations trom the West Indies. 

That the consequences of excluding from the home-market an arti- 
cle so important as Kast lodia sugar, will be to drive the East india 
trade to tureigu countries, or so to enhance the prices of light goods, 
such a¥ cotton, tudigo, silk, aud drogs, as to ivtlict the most serious in- 
july onthe British manufacturer, tue merchant, the ship-owner, and all 
the gumerous classes dependent apon them. 


That a further consequence will be to place the home-market at 
the mercy of the West ladia planters, aud to iuciease the price to the 
home-consumer aud to the sefiuer, 
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That yonr petitioners are ready to prove to your Hononrable House 
the great and growing importance of the free trade with British India, 
which is every day opeoing fresh channels for the consamotion of British 
manufactures amongst vast regions and immense population, 


That vour Petitioners can prove, by official documents, the increase 
since 1813, of the importation of British cotton goods inte Bengal alone, 
showing an increase in the value of the same from £10,000 to £300,000. 


That vour Petitioners cau prove, by respectable testimony, that 
the British cotton goods are displacing the native manufactures, and 
that the inhabitants of some of the Eastern islands aie already clothed 
in British goods. 

That sugar is a staple commodity of Bengal, and of the said is- 
lands ; and that no one axiom in political economy is sonnder than this, 
that the nation that will net buy the produce of other countries, cannot 
expect to sell her own produce or\maunfactures to them. 


That deeply impressed with a sense of the great importance of the 
present q westion, and convincéd that the additional duty imposed in 
1813, on Eas t India Sugars, without experience of the real nature and 
impertance of the trade to the East Indies, shonidrather be diminished 
thanincreased. Your Petitioners humbly appeal to the wisdom of your 
Honourable House to protect their interests, bound up in those of the 
empire atlarge, and pray your Honourable House oot to suffer any ad- 
dition or alteration whatever to be made iu the existing duty on sngar 
imported from the East Indies for home-consumption, and your Peti; 
tioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray, 


London, 17th of April, 1821. 
D.—From Treasury Minutes, 





GENTLEYEN, 

*“Thave it in command to acquaint you that it was the 
understanding that East India sugars, imported previons to the 5th 
April, 1822. shonid be allowed to be warehoused and taken out for 
home cousomption, under the regulations of the Warehousing Act, ou 
payment of the old duties ; and T am commanded by my Lords to autho- 
tize you to receive the old duties on sugars so imported accordingly, 
and their Lordships’ warrant shali be transmitted.” 


28th March, 1822. (Signed) S. R. LUSHINGTON, 
To the Commissioners of Customs, England and Scotland, 
E.—To the Honourable the Commons of the United Kingdom of Great 
Briton aud Ireland in Parliament assembled. 


The humble Petition of the undersigned Merchants, 
Ageuts, Ship-Owners, and others, interested in 
the Trade to the East Indies, and resident io 
Loudon, 
ILumbly sheweth, 
That your Petitioners are extensively engaged in 
the trade of the East Indies, 

That your Pctitioners understand that it has been proposed to your 
Honourable House to remove the restrictions which have hitherto con- 
fined the trade of the West India colonies to the mother country, and 
that Bills have been o:dered to be brought in to extend the commercial 
intercourse of those colonies with the United States of America, with 
indepeudant Spanish America, and the contineut of Europe, 


That your Petitioners are cordial friends to every measure which, 
proceeding on fair and impartial grounds, has, for its principle, the 
removal of those resitictions which, at the present moment, fetters the 
commerce of this country. 

That your Petitioners, actuated by these sentiments, indulge a 
confident hope that your Honourable House will uot confine its views 
to the West India colonies, but that, consistently with the same sound 
commercial principles, the East India trade, the British Empire in 
India, and the people of the United Kingdom, will be forthwith relieved 
from the burden of the protecting duty of ten shillings per cwt. on 
sugars imported from the East Indies, over and above the daty levied 
on sugars imported from the West Indies. 


That your Petitioners must consider the measure now in progress, 
unless accompanied with such relief, tobe partial in its operation; and, 
therefore, fraught with injustice to them, to the popalation of British 
India, to all persons iu auy mauner connected with it, and to the United 
Kingdom in general. 


That when the said protecting duty was granted, with a view of 
securing a preference in the home-market, to the West India planters, 
the main argument, employed in defence of the measnre, was, their 
being excluded from foreign markets, with the exception of ports south 
of Cape Finisterre, under certain regulations; that now, therefore, 
when the range of the world is afforded them for the sale of their pro- 
duce and the purchase of their supplies this preference should cease, 

That, continuing to the West Indians the virtual monopoly of the 
home-market, whilst their sugars are allowed to enter into direct com- 
petition with the East India sugars in foreigu markets, will confer an 
undue advantage on the former, at the expense of the latter, 
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British shipping of 360 tons and npwards, and by the bill now in pro- 
gress through Parliament, this limitation is -ntended to be given up, 


without any reciprocal stipulation in favour of East India shipping, 
' which remain as heretofore deprived of a general British register. 


That your Pétitioners are clearly of opinion, that the retention of 
the protecting duty in question will prove au injury to the people of the 
United Kingdom, by its obvious tendency to enhance the price. of 
augar,an article ofsuch general consumption amongstail classes of the 
community. 

That it will be farther highly injarions to the merchants, mannfac- 
turers, and ship-owners, engaged in the trade between this country 
and India, by crippling their means. of successfully prosecating the 
same. 

That the nse of sugar, as adead weight to ships returning from. 
Tadia, is almost essential to the existence of the trade with that country. 
Rice ond saltpetre, the only other articles of India produce adapted to 
that purpose, being in very limited demand, a duty to protect domestic 
agriculture being imposed on the former, and the continuance of peace 
greatly narrowing the consumption of the latter. 


That authentic information has been laid hefore your Honourable 
Howae, of the large increase of the demand for British manufactures on 
the part of our India population, a demand limited only by the difficulty 
of procaring returns. 

That the deprivation therefore of the other material article of dead 
weight, i. e. stigar, tends to aggravate this evil, and to check the in- 
crease of What promises to become one of the most valuable brauches 
of British commerce. 


7th—That the sugars fromBritish India are charged with a duty for 

home consumption of 10s, per ewt over and above theduaty levied ou 

. West India sugars, and that such additional duty operates to the exclu- 
sion of the coarse inferior sugars of India. 


Sth—Thatthe mode by which Act the Ist and 2d Geo. IV. cap. 106, 
is about to be enforcéd by the Customs, imposes a further additional 
duty of 5s. perecwt.(ia all 15s. per ewt. on Bengal white sugars, by 
devominating them clayed sugars which will ultimately exclude the fine 
white India sagars also, from the home market. 


9th.—That the chief ground on which the West Indians rested their 
claim to protecting duties, was, their being affected by the restrictions 
of the colonial system from which the East Indies is exempted. 


10th.—That this Meeting. always prepared to question the justice 
and expediency of sueh protecting Gnties, even daring the existence of 
these colonial restrictions, now that the wisdom of the legislatute has 
relieved the West Indies, from all the practical injaries, occasioned there. 
by, mast ronsider themselves justly entitled to callfor the repeal of the 
said protecting duties. 

That the important manufacture of refined sngars, in this conn- 
try, for export, will materially suffer by the diversion .of part of the 
stipply of the raw material from the West Indies, under the operation 
of the proposed measure, as the British refiner will thereby be unable 
to enter intocompetition with foreign refiners, unless the supply from 
the East Indies be encotiraged. 


1ith.—That the claims of the West Indians, arising from their 
alleged investment of capital in the cultivation and manufacture of sugar, 
can be justly preferred by the older colonies only, certainly not by 
Demerara; and if admixmble in any shape, are equally valid against 
every part ofthe British empive os against the East Indies on whom the 
barthen should not exclusively fall. 

That the said protecting daty does, moreover, inflict a serions 
injury on the great body of the people of Hindostan, who are entitled, 
as British subjects, to a fair participation in the home market, and who 
possess the further claim to the consideration ef your Honourable House, 
that they provide for their own protection and civil government, and 
aid instead of burdening the resources of the state. ' 


12th.— That, as concerns the commerce with British India, by de. 
priving so distant a trade of this most important article, of dagd weight, 
by narrowing the means of obtaining returns for British manufactures, 
and by contracting the channels, of remittance for the fortunes of the civil 
and military servants of the company and others, the exclusion of Indi- 
an sugars from the home-market will prove most impolitic and injurious 
and willl affect every clase of persons connected with British ludia, 
whether merehants, mannfacturers, ship-owners or aunuitants, 


That, in estimating the comparative importance of the two branches 
of British ecommerce. which, by the partiaiity of the proposed measure, 
are brought into competition, the immense difference in the ponniation 
of the East ard West Indies’ should not be overlooked, as the trade 
with the East Indies is to meet the growing demand of a population of 
owe handred millions; whilst that with our West India colonies is con- 
fined to a population of only seven or eight hundred thousand, and 
myst necessarily be diminished if a free intercourse be permitted with 


13th.— That, as concerns the natives of British India, by depriving 
them of the bestmurket for a great and valuable prodaction of their 
soil, by ifmpeding the naturdl course of their industry, alieady diverted 
from their native mannfactores in consequence of the exclusion of those 
fabrics from the home.market by heavy duties, and, above all, bv pre- 
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America and foreign Europo. : venting the development of the vast resources of British india, by Bri- 
Your Petitioners, therefore, deeply impressed with the correctness tish skill and capital, the exclusion of East India sugars, is equally im- 
of these opinions, implore your Honowrable Honse, whilst considering : politic and oe , 
the proposed measure for the benefit of the West India planters, not to ° 14th—That, by preventing that mutnal interchange of respective 
overlook the other great and more important interests involved in the : commodities by which alone a profitable trade between two countries 
qnestion ; and they respectfully snbmit te the justice of Parliament, 3 is maintained by enhancing the price of the raw material to the British 
that the removal of the restrictions on West Indiacommetce should be ¢ refiners, and by natrowing in consequence the consumption of soim. 
accompanied with a repeal of the ten shillings per ewt. protecting $ portant an article as sugar, the exclusion of East India sugars injares 
uty on sugars imported from the East Indies. , the growing trade with India, impedes the progress of our refineries, 
marr + and affects, the comforts of every class of the community. 


F.—At a Meeting of Merchants. Agents, and others interested in Fast India 
Shipping and the Trade of India, held at the Office of the East India 
Trade Committee, iu. Broad. Street. on the 18th June, 1822. Edward 
Fletcher, Esq. in the Chair, the following Resolutions were agreed to: 


15th.—That this Meeting earnestly call npon the Contt of Praprie- 
tors of East India stock, as the natural protectors of British India, to 
insist On a reciprocity of advantages being g:anted to East India ship. 
ping, and East India sugars, before they concede any part of their chare 
lst. —That this Meeting have considered the Billnow pending in tered rights, 
Parliament for the regulation of the East India trade, in connexion 
with the measores in progress for removing the restrictions on the trade 
of the West Fodies. 


16th.—That this Meeting pledge themselves, to nse every exertion 
to obtain these objects, and they confidently appeal to the merchants 
manufacturers, and ship owners, interested, in the India trade, to the 
civil and military servants of the company, and lastly, to the great body 
of the people for their support, in acense so just and so universally ime 
portant, 


2d,.—That this Meeting are decidedly favourable to anv measures 
tending, without injustice to others, to facilitate the intercourse be- 
tween Great Britain and British Todia, and founded on the principle 
of free competition in commerce. E. FLETCHER, Chairman, 
G.— Resolutions adopted by a General Court of Proprietors of East India 

Stock, held at the Eust India House, on the 19th of June, 1822, 


3d.—That the measures in question, whilst they affect to have in 
view that object, and to rest on this principle, are in themselves unjust 
and inconsisteat, by omitting to give a reciprocity to Fast India ship. 
ping with ether British shipping, aod to East India sugars with West 
Badia sugars. 

4th.--That the owners of East India shipping, by the Act 55th Geo. 
Ill. cap. 116, were deprived of the right previonsly exercised by 
them, and now enjoyed by every colony and dependeney of the Bri- 
tish Empire, viz. that of obtaining a general British register, on the 
production of a certificate, that the ship for which it is required was 
built within such colony or dependency. 
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** That the existing limitation as to the size of vessels emploved in 
the East India trade is a part of the compact with the East India Com. 
pany, to which the faith of Parliament is pledged. 


** That this Conrt cannot ‘consent to the relinqnishment of this part 
of the compact, aniess reciprocal concessions are obtained by the resto. 
ration of East Ludia built ships to the right of full British registry, and 
by the admission of sugars from British India, forhome consumption, and 
@jualterms with sugars produeed iv other dependencies ot tue Bri. 


5ib.—That, at the timeof the passing of the above Act, it was tish empire. 


understood that the eountry trade, within the limits of the Company’s 
Charter, would be reserved execlasively to the East India shipping ; 


“That this Conrt ar@ induced to adopt these resolutions, not 
as 
an equivalent for the loss of the privilege of a general register, ¥ 


merely on commercia! grounds, as affecting the people of the United 
Kingdom, but on behalf of one handred millions of ovr fellow Mijects 
in India, whose rights and interests are involved therein, aud which it 
is the bounden duty of the East India Company to protect,” 


Gth.—That, by a legal construction subsequently given to the Act 
64th Geo, ELL, chap, 34, the country trade bas been thrown open to 
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uring Salt frowt Earth. 


AN ENGRAVING.—PLATE 
To the Eilitur of the Journal. 
During a few months snent inthe Eastern Districts be- 
tween 'Chittazong and Dacca, I have to regret that nothing bet- 
ter than the accompanying has come under my observation, worth 
communicating. 


ve Sheed ad 


$Haniufact 
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Sir 


The country is populous, bat the inhabitants are scattered 
jn miserable huts; no towns, villages, or substantial, dwelling 
places whatever ; one chief reason for which is, the country being 


o 


almost entirely, inundated in the rainy seasoa: half the houses are, 


swept away by the. deluge, which causes a reacwal of thea al- 
most every season, The chief preduce is rice, of an. inferior 
quality ; which is ia great abundance and sold cheap, at about 
one rupee per maund, There is nothing of the horse breed to be 
seen; or wheel carriages of any description: no roads excepting 
foot paths ; the only resource left for the traveller is a ton-jon or 
palanquin, which mast be. provided elsewhere. Sooderam, or 
Noakolly, as it is ca'led from a Ka! or Creek of the same name, is 
thre principal place, being the residence of the Civil Authorities; 
aod has been mach improved by the late Superinteadant: new 
roads of a proper breadth have been constructed, and argin 


considerable progress from Sooderam to the principal ghauts_ 


and places of commerce; which will not only add to the comfort 
of the inhabitants, bat be of essential importance to traders and 
travellers through the district. At couvenient distances they 


have hkauts, or markets, commonly in a small field, where they’ 


assemble on fixed days. generally twice a week, and barter their 
commodities; cloth, rice, fowls, fish, some cotton, and sundry 
other articles: their chief carrency is cowries and rapees; pice 
,are current in Sooderam, but in no other part of the district 
which has come within my range. 

For a few mouths in the dry season, which commences earby 
in November, a great part of the population are employed in 
making of salt from earth; the simple process of which may not 
be uninteresting to those who have not had the opportanity of 
witnessing it: a sketch of which, in its progressive stages, witha 
description thereof, I beg to enclose, as a moiety of tribute to 
the JouxnaL, should you think it deserving of au impression 
taken thercfiom. 


Description of the mode of Manufacturing Salt from Earth, as prae- 
tised in the Lustern Districts, between Dacca and Chittagong. 
Taeir first plan of setting to work is, by opening water cuts, 

and elearing the branch nullahs from the adjacent rivers, and let- 

ting the water at high-tides into the salt erounds, as convenient as 
nossible to the intended Barrows; which they damup and en- 
close, reserving it for after purposes, 

They afterwards make a Circle, (Fig. 1.) (Barrow Beetah) 
about 16 fect in diameter, on the solid of the gurface, and 
it about a foo! high with earth ; which is well trodden down and 
beaten with samboos, antil it is quite firm and solid; 
always perserviog a gentle dip or inclination from the edge dowa 
to the centre. [tis thea well clayed and smoothed, and left for 
a short time to dry ; when a narrow s'it or trench is cut {rom 
5 feet from the outer edge of the circle, 


raise 


targe 


arg 


the centre to about 
where a round well, (Fig. 2.) (Andarah) is dug, about two or two and 
half fectin diaaeter,aud three and a half or 4 feet deep, chamber- 
ed at the bottom, being areservoir for the salt water whea draised 
from the earth. In the trench abovementioned, is placed a 
Bamboo tube (Bartow Chung) exte:.ding from the centre of the 
circle with a very geatie slope also to the well (Fig. 2); when the 
bamboo is placed, the trench is again filled ap, and small 
wood taid allover the circle, particularily inthe centre; forming 


jranen 





® As some of the Nambers used to discriminate the different 
objects represented in the Plate, are hardly distingnishable from the 
dark ground ou which they are put, we shall endeavour to supply the 
deficiency: Figure Gth is the large one at the bottom of the Plate to the 
right hand. Figure 7th is the large oue resembling a square including 
3 circle, placed above Figure 3d. 
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ran) 
c ; 
akiadef arch over the month of the pipe to prevent its getting 


the isthen covered over with thick straw, or 


small reeds, called by the Natives Moida, which grows in great 


choaked : wood 
abundance throughout the Churs, (lands gained from the Sea,) it 
is also used as fuclin making ~ the salt and various: other pare 
poses: this completes the foundation of the barrow. 

While the above is going on, others are employed in scraping 
the surface ef thecarth about an inch, or an inch and a half 
deep with Anchrahs, (Fiz. 3,) which raked together in small heaps 
as at E. witha Pater, (Fig. 4.) each heap being a lead for two 
bearers, which is carried on a Chungah (Fig. 5;) and thrown into the 
barrow over the Moida, and ig also trodden down; the edge of the 
barrow being always kept abouta foot higher than the earth, to 
contain the water whichis brought from the water-culs, by bear- 
ers in carthen vessels (Here the massuck is wot in ose,) and’ 
thrown into the barrow over the earth, until it is brim. fall, (see 
Fig. 6,) when it is left to draininto the receiving- well (Fig. 2,) where 
it comes fram the bamboo spout quite pure, and as salt as Lot’s 
wife. T have at different times had the curiosity to taste it. When 
the complement of earth in the barrow is completely drained, it 
is dug out and supplied with new earth; thus the barrow 
soon rises to a considerable height, which renders it incons 
venient ;_it is then abandoned, and a new one resortedto, There 
are generally three or four barrows to a Choolth or Salt Pan, 
which is constructed in the following manner, at a convenient 
distance from the barrows :— 

The Choolah (Fig 7,) is formed from a solid square mass 
of clay, raised about 3 feetin height, on which is drawn a per- - 
fectcircle. This is dug out and neatly graduated down to a con- 
cave ellipsis, fattened at the bottom, which is a fvat broad and 
the whole width of the circle, witha small arched door at each 
end, as shewa in the Drawing: it is then smoothly clayed over, 
and Icft sufficient time to dry. This oven, asit may be° called, 
is only a fire-place, over which a dome of small carthen-pots, 
(see Fig 8), about 1,200 in namber, are neatly piled by one 
man, in the short space of an hour and twenty minutes,—withoat 
any mould or inner support. He siauds on tlic outer edge of the 
circle, and builds: quicker than one man can supply. him with 
Putnees (Fiz 9) from @ basket-convenient, and two others with 
clay ; by which they are so surprising cemented and bound to- 
gether that ashe gets two or three rows laid, itis swfliciently 
Stroag for his to set his foot on and build afterwards, climbing 
upon it until he closes in aud finishes his dome. At the com- 
mencement of building the pots, they use a Ceremony, by placing 
a vessel with rice and some fruit under them, and the whole’ 
party calls aloud on the Deity to prosper the work, When’ 
completed, the pots on the dome are filled with salt-water from 
the Well, Fig. fire of large wood, straw, or moida 
is kindled; and the salt-water boiled until it evaporates :—the 
salt is then taken out of the pots, with a small ladle or spoon ; 
wheu emptied, they are replenished with salt-water, and kept 
going in the manner described, until they give way, which 
every four oc five days: then the dome must 
necessarily be renewed. They have generally four or five 
boilings in the twenty-fonr hours, called palks; each boil- 
ing of a dome of the above description, produces at an 
average, about a maund anda half of salt, which is of a light 
grey colour: it is thrown in a heap, and stamped all around with 
a wooden stamp by the Company’s Char Andutleahs. The old 
pots are also broken up small, and’ thrown into the barrow, 
amongst the earth, so that not a particle of salt adhering to them 
is lost. When the Choolah is finished, it is enclosed witha shade, 
composed of bamboos and moida, as at (A,) open at three of the 
corners, Ahouse(B) is also built for the Chonkedar, or person who 
has charge of the work, and a small house (C,) (commoaly circa- 
lar.) for dressing and eating their victnals, and, lastly, Chur-, 
Goode, (D,) being a house for depesiting the Salt previous to its 
beiug sent to the Company’s Gosa, or store-honse. 

The several hundreds of salt-works, which U have seen, they 
are all invariably on one plan, atid nearly of the same size, 


Iam, Sir, Your most obedient Servant, 
Nea-Kolly, January 23, 1823. T 
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Bum-Bum Theatre. 


Aceldental cireamstances prevent us from noticing in to- 
day’s Paper, the entertainment on Friday evening, so folly as 
we intended; bat we would not have it to be thowght for a sine 
gle day, that the exertions of the Dam-Dom Performers to enter- 
tain the Public, were regarded with indifference, The new Mclo- 
drama of “ Belleaden Castle,” founded on the Novel of O1n Mor- 
TALITY, contains several fine characters, and incidents of great 
dramatic interest; bat ¢e must confers, there is a woeful falling 
of, when compared with our previous conception of the Story, 
ns told by the inimitable author of Waverly, Borteren, 
Mortox, Botuwett and Conme Heapnicc, especially the 
latter, were umpen the whole good characters; yet not without 
maoy glaring defects. Mason Betcenpen and Cravernouse, 
were complete failares; and Lorp Evaxpacxe and Miss Epitu 
devoid of interest. The audience, which was very respectable, 
seemed, however. to be well entertaioed; and we thiok the Piece 
woald bear repetition. 


Palue of Missionary Efforts. 
Sin, 











‘To the Editor of the Journal. 


The Extracts from the Sydney Papers in the Journat 
of this morning, furnish intelligence of a very gratifying kind; and 
few can read it without heing struck with the inestimable valine 
of these philanthropic efforts making be Christian Missionaries, 
in the different quarters of the world. Thig new impulse given to 
the spread of light and civilization, must, at no great distance of 
time, produce resualis high! beneficial to mankind ; and, like the 
glorious Art of Printing, will form aa important featare in the 
modern history of the world. 


\ 

To former times knowledge was locked upin fhe exbinets of 
the wealthy, or in the minds of the learned. Books cou'd not be pro- 
evred without immense expense, and conscqaentls their stores of 
wisdom could only be communicated toa few. By the typogra- 
phic art, copies may be maltiplied at a very small charge, and 
there wae only wanting individeals to distribute them over the 
World, and aid by personal instraction the diffusion of the know- 
ledge they contain. In this respeet, the exertions of the 
Missionaries are vastly oxefal; and religion, morality, and so- 
cial improvement, must soon follow their footsteps. 


The manner in which the labours of the Missionaries are 
@poken of, and the regard manifested for the Aborigines of the 
eoustry, in a Gazette printed ander the immediate contronl of the 
Aastralian Government, is highly ereditable{to the Colonia! Autho- 
vities, We see no horror of the sudden change of opinion that 
maay resolt; and indeed, how can Christions be hostile to a change 
af opioion in these who are ignorant of the troths of the Gospel ? 
ar think a change ean take place too soon? We find no 
contemptaogs sncers at the rights of Mihters and Coolies, or of 
those who hold a rank equally humble. On the contrary, it is 
allowed, thatthe “ poor Aborigines,” snch is the sympathetic 
phrase employed—the “ poor Aborigines have the same rights 
te civilisation and the enjeyments of Christianity, in common 
with others ef the human race!” “ For,” continnes the writef, 


** they are fellow travellers throngh the same world, as well as } 


iedispatable heirs of the like eternity, and their happiness in 
thie life as well as hereafter denends chiefly upon those who pos- 
sess the means to promote and carry into «effect those heavenly 
designs for which property and influence have been ever bes- 
tewed.” : 

The ameliorating effects of Christianity are in this eminent. 
ly conspicnout, While the nride of birth or of rank or of power 
teach some men to look on their hamble fellow-creatares as beings 
of ao inferior order, who have no richts or feelings in common 
with themselves, and are therefore noworthy of regard; Christiani- 
ty tells ws to love our neighbour and do to others as we would 
bedone by. The contumels of the proad is rebuked by the mild 
spiritof the Gospel; and the lowly are no loncer viewed with 
Contempt in consequence of the bumble sphere where acci- 
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dent has placed them, bet as children of the same Almighty 
Creator, whom it is our duty to love and cherish as brethren, Na- 
tore hasindeed established this bond of union between all the 
Members of the homan race, but the corruptions of the world 
having in 2 great measure destroyed the fraternal tie of sympa- 
thy, the inflaence of the Gospel was necessary to restore it. 


One species of philanthrophy necessarily favouring another, 
the utility of Missionary exertions can no where be long confined 
to the main object, the propogation of Christianity. In thiscountry 
we see what they have done by the institation of schools and the 
establishment of publications discussing general questions with a. 
view to the improement of the Native Population. Placed as 
onan eminence raised above the selfish cares of interest and 
ambition which disturb the vision of other men, the Missionary re- 
gards the country by which he is surronnded as the field which 
it ishis duty in every manner to cultivate and prepare for the 
good seed he has come ta sow. The introduction of many 
osefol arte must follow in his train, and even should his doctrines 
be rejected, he can improve by setting the example of proprie- 
ty of manners and parity of life. The leaving his Native country, 
and enconntering dangers by sea and land to herefit his fellow- 
ereatares mnst often strike astonishment into the minds of mea 
who never before formed any conception of such disinterestedness, 
and excite them to cherish such feelings towards their neighbours, 
While those who are so happy asto embrace the henevolent, 
doctrines of Christianity must regard aniversa! charity as a duty 
to their Creator. 


In the North and in the Sonth,in the East and in the Weat,de 
the labours of these beneficent and pioags menextend the benefits of 
knowledge and the blessinzs of religion. The snows of Stheria and 
the burning sands of Africa are marked with their footsteps; the 
dreary wilds of Tartary and the islands scattered in the pacific 
ocean do not escape their piows care: they brave death in the 
hamid plains of India, and extend the hand of fellowship to the 
Newhollander whom they raise from the dast and teach a new 
and a better life. These are atchievements worthy of rational 
and immortal heings ! When the march of armies and the din 
of battle shall be no more thoncht of: when the triomph of eon- 
querors and the downfal of Princes shali be forgotten, the early 
Missionaries who first sowed the seeds of divine wisdom will be 
remembered: every isle of the ocean and every corner of the earth 
shall continue to present monuments of the deeds of the first who 
diffused the ravs of light and an@ led the way to the glorieus 
dawn of knowledge and civilization which awaits the world, 


Come, bright Improvement! on the ear of Time, 
And rule the spacious world from clime to clime : 
Thy handmaid arts shall every wild explore, 
Trace every wave, and cuitare every shore- 

On Erie's banks, where Tygers steal along, 

And the dread Indian chants a dismal seng, 
Where haman fiends on midnight errands walk, 
Aad bathe in brains the murd’rous tomahawk ; 
There shall the flocks on thymy pasture stray, 
And shepherd’s dance at Summer’s op’ning day; 
Fach wand’ring genina of the lonely glen 

Shall start to view the flattering haunts of men ; 
And silence watch, on woodland height around, 
The village corfew, as it tolls profound, 


I am, &e. 
A READER. 





Caleutta, April 24. 


FRarviazge. 


On the 16th instant, Mr. Juuw Hopons, of the Honorable Compa- 
ny’s Marine, to Mise Awn WALKER. 


Births. 
At Gorackpore, on the 18th instant, the Lady of F. Curnie, Esq. 
of the Civil Sesvice, of a Son, 
At Poons, om the 2h ultimo, the Lady of J. B. Simson, Esq. of a 
Danghter. 


At Bombay, on the 6th instant, the Lady of Lieutenant W. A, 
Tarte, ef the Enginegrs, of 8 Danghter. 
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Asmodveus'’s Apology. 


Te the Editor of the Journal. 
Sir, 

So fat from my being offended at “A Spectator's” 
severe reproof for my “ illiberal allusions,” as he is pleased to 
term them, IT assare you it has afforded me moch amusement; 
and I now, with all due contrition express my sorrow at having 
taken, that for sense in his first-Letter, which, according to his 
jast Letter in Satorday’s Jounnat, has no meaning at all, I 
acknowledge, however, I might have made some allowances for 
Eastern amplification,—Since ‘A Spectator” seems so fond 


of appealing tothe judgement of the Pablic, let them be the ar- 


bitrators. 


Inhis first Letter your Correspondent says, “I had not the 
heart to advance close te the fre :” what would he wish the pub- 
lie to understand by that ?—I was not myself on the spot, to ob- 
serve who did, or did not assist in rescuing the property of the un- 
fortanate who were barnt out at the Jate dreadful fire, and I know 
nothing of A Spectator, nor do I make allusions to any individa- 
al, my observations are simply greunded on his own words. 


As to the second paragraph of the fetter, intended as a re- 
ptoof tome, Tam willing to allow that I may be mistaken as to 
A Spectator being a Burrah Baboo; nevertheless the appeal he 
has made to the generosity of ths Public would, io my homble 
opinion, he strengthened, were he to go a step farther in his laa- 
Gable exertions, by becoming an active, instead of a passive, Phi- 
lanthropist;-he might surely ere this have opened a subseription 
and left it on your Library table, (where I called yesterday with 
the iatention of adding my mite ;) and if his means will not admit 
of his sabscribing a Thousand Ropees, let him go as tar as his 
circomstances will allow. 

I now conclade with my assarances to A SprcTator that I 
highly applaud his motives for bringing the late fatal eonfla- 
gration to the notice of the Pabli¢, and proposing a subscrip. 
tion for the relicf of the Safferers; though in his Zeal to 
describe the scene of Distress he witnessed, he loses him- 
self, and thereby induces aperson to think that he is only a 
Philanthropist behind the curtaia, I am willing to give him 
every credit for his exertions, which from his letter im your 
JournaL of Friday last, are I believe stimulated by generous and 
disinterested motives: and when once he has opened his proposed 
Sabscription, he shall not look in vain in the list for the name of 


Saturday, April 26, 1828. ASMODEUS. 
Account of Guggernauth. 


Missionary Intelligence,— Quarterly Circular, — No. X111.— Continued from 
the Journal. of the 14th instant, puge 608. 








Tae food prepared for sale. or bespoken by the inhabitants, is not 
brought into the large tower, but collected in the Begne Mundeer, 
where it can be seen and sanctified by the ido! from his distant throve. 


Tn addition to this food, a very considerable extra quantity is allow- 
ed for the great fastivals: aud in order to make this superstition as pro. 
fitable as possible, the priests have decided thet nothing can pollute the 
food prepared in the temple —it may be conveyed to any place —it may 
be touched by a Massuiman, or a Christaio, without becoming anfit for 
a Hindoo, Nothing can be more comvenient than such a belief, as Hin- 
doos in general mast eat-their food where it is cooked, and a thansand 
things may polite it. The consequence is, that the cooks are emploved 
to prepare food for most of the pilgrims, at a price which varies accord- 
ing to the demand, and ‘s always highest daring the festivals. It os said 
that afew days before the festival of the Rath Jutra, food is cooked 
within the coart of the temple for at least 100,000 pilgrims ; and it will 
easily be credited that on these occasions, the 400 families of cooks have 
full employment. The potters make earthen pots of three sizes; the 
food is carried away in them, and they from a kind of standard mea- 
sure; and as none Lut new pots can be used, the consamption is very 
great, and supports 8 great many families, The only interruption to 
this cobking, is during the time the ido! is travelling in his earto the 
place where he was formed, and returning to the temple; about a fort 
night iv ail, 

There ave twelve festivals celebrated at Jaggernanth during the 
year, bnt by far the most important season is the Rath Jattra: when the 
idol is placed ona car, and visits the place where he was originally forus 
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, little ceremony. 
_ pilgrims thonght that the blows were rather too hard, and too frequent. 


ed, called Jannuckpore. This happens either in June, or July, aud the 
nomber of pilgrims who attend, js very mach regulated by the season: 
When the new moon of Assanr occars early in June, there is a prospect 
of fair weather, and about 150,000 are supposed to attend the ceremonics; 
but when it is late in the month, many are det erred, by the dread of en- 
countering the periodical rains, which destroy a great many of the poor 
deluded creatures, the greater part of whom are exposed hight and day 
to the inclemency of the weather, A good many Hindoos undertake this 
pilgrimage during the driest weather, aud arrive tocelebrate the Chaod- 
nun Jattra; on which occasion Juggernauth @epntes several idols to 
partake of a bath of sandal-wood water, prepared on purpose, ina little 
temple on a neighbouring tank. The ceremony closcs by a procession of 
these petty idols on rafts, which are floated three times round the tank, 
or large reservoir of water. The Rajah of Khoordah, who is the heredi- 
tary high priest, isexpected to attend, and perform certain ceremonies ; 
but the present Rajah is a very timid man, and at the last festival, io 
May 1822, he could not be prevailed npon to risk himself on the water. 
The priests and attendants of the ido), during these great occasions, al- 
ways have small aticks or canesin their hands, which they nse with very: 
On the last celebration of the Chundnun Jattra, the. 


to be borne patiently ; they suddenly wrested the canes out of the hands, 
ot the priests, and retaliated pretty smartly, till the brahbmins fonnd it 
prudent to retire, and the: festival terminated without any further 
“* fracas.” 

This constant use of the stiek is a remarkable featere daring all the 
great festivals, and joined to the great. rapacity of the priests, may easi- 
ly account for the strong dislike the pilgrims manifest towards all the 
attendants on the idol. Instead of mentioning the priests with respect, 
they commonly express the greatest contempt, and accuse them openly 
of extortion and every kind of vice. , 

The pilgrims who attend the festival of Chundaun Jattra, and wish 
to remain in order to see the Rath Jattra, are termed Loll Jattrees: aud 
they pay a mach higher tax: viz. 10 rapees to government, and $ rupees 
to the priest who brought them, if they come from the northward ; and 
6 rupees if they come from the southward, aud 3 rapees for the priest, 
This regolation occasious the receipts to be nsmally greater at this foes 
tival than at any other, Furty-three days after its commencement, the 
Channd Jattra (ordinarily called the Asnan) is celebrated. The idol ts 
bronght outside the tower, and placed on anelevated vlatform within 
the boundary wall, (bat visible from the ontvide) and is bathed. A 
great many pilgrims attend this ceremony, and thore who wish to re- 
main‘a fortnight, and see the Ruth Jattra, are termed Neem Lolis, It they 
come from the northward, they are obliged to pay govermme nt 6 rn ees 5 
or if from the southward, § rupees, and 1 rapee 8 annans to the puudad 
who brought them ¢ 2 rupees 6 annans is the tax for 6 days. ‘ 


Ta 1822 arich lady made an agreement with the British Colicctor 
and on her paying a fixed sum, all the pilgrims who arrived daring one 
day, were admitted without paying. 


The Chaund Jattra only lasts a day, after which the idol of Jug, 
gernanth is not visible for nearly a fortnight. He is reported sick ; 
bat it is understood, that during this time he undergoes a thorough 
repair, and is fresh painted, &c, When two new moons occur in As. 
sanr, which is said to happen about once in 17 years, a new idol is 
always made. A neem tree is sought for in the forests, on which no 
crow or carrion bird was ever perched; it is known to the initiated by 
certain signs. This is prepared into a proper form by commun car, 
penters, and is then entrusted to certain priests, who are protected 
from all intrasion: the process is a great mystery. One man fs select. 
ed to take ont of the old idol a smali box, containing the spirit, which 
is conveyed inside the new: the man who does thir, is always removed 
from this world before the end of the year. 

Fifteen days after the Channd Jattra, or on the new moon of the 
month of Assaur, the grand festival of the Ruth Jattra is celebrated; 
the nswaltax is 2rapees for government, and 6 annas for the permiam 
to the puudahs. 

Three raths or cars of wood are prepaired for the occasion:— 
the first has 16 wheels 6 feet in diameter; the plantform to re- 
ceive the idol of Juggernauth is 23 feet square and the whole cat 
is $3 feet high from the grownd. The wood work is ornamented 
with images* and painted ; the car has a lofty dome, covered with 
English woollens of the most gandy colours; a large wooden image 
is placed on one side as a charioteer or driver of the car, and several woo- 
den horses are suspended in front of the car, with their legs in the air. 
Six strong cables are fastened to the rath, by which it is dragged on its 
jowrney.—The other two roths are like this, except being a little smal: 
ler, one having only 14 weels, and ihe other 12, 





® It deserves to be noted that alt obscene images 80 commonly aden 
on similar cars has been removed here, and similer offensive represen- 
ations have “been lately removed also from the outer walls of the temple’ 
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On the 19 June 1822, the temple was opened for the worship of Jaz- 
gernanth for the first time after his retirement. The concourse of pil- 
erims is always very great, and the British authorities had taken every 
precantion to gaard againt accidents, but as only Hindoos are admitted 
within the temple,’ it was necessary to trust to the priests to prevent 
the ingress ofstoo many pilgrims atonce. Unfortunately they negiect- 
ed this precaution... Men, women, and children, all rashedin the mo- 
ment the gates were throwo open. When they reached the square 
building next to the grand tower, they had to descend three steps 
which were slippery front some holy food having beenspilt—18 women 
were thrown down at the foot of the steps and trampled to death by 
the crowd in the rear, before any assistance conld be rendered, At 
last with diffienity the gates were again closed, and the bodies were ex- 
amined ; butit was too late. A siagular difficulty occurred: the dead 
bodies of strangers are only tenched by men of very low caste ; and 
people of this description are not admitted into the temple. Ifa corpse 
were carried through one of the gates, it would be a very had omen for 
whoever might pass through afterwards. To obviate all these difficul- 
ties whilst the temple was emptied of pilgrims, the dead bodies were 
removed with hooks and poles, and thrown over the boundary wall like 
so many dogs. The relations of the poor creatures were observed la- 
sienting their untimely fate, and mnst have feit shocked at the mode of 
removing them from the temple. 


On the 2ist June 1822, the town of Pooree Jnggernanth was filled 
with pilgrims; at noon every one crowded tu the temple to see Jug- 
gernauth, his brother Bnibadva, and his sister Shubudra, carried to 
their ruths or cars, which were drawn up close to the gate, 


A loud shont from the maltitude annonnced the opening of the 
gates, and the approach of Jaggernanth. A number of priests were 
dragging slowly the potiderous and clamsy idol down the steps, stopping 
verg frequently. The manifest helplessness of the block of wood, wea. 
kened not the faithof the infatuated pilgrims, and the idol was lifted into 
his car, amidst the shouts of his votaries, who were eager to worship the 
image. The idols, Bulbudra and Shubudra, were likewise cacried to 
their ruths in thesame manuer, At sunset the Rajah of Kheorda, here. 
ditary high priest, and master of the Idol’s wardrobe, made his way 
through a prodigions crowd in apalankeen, followed by a large state 
elephant. All. the European ladies and gentlemen monnted on elephants 
had assembled close to the cars, to observe the ceremonies. The Rajah 
alighted near the ruth of the idol Balbadra: he was dressed in very plain 
muslin and bearfooted in a very stout priest led bim by the hand, and 
others surrounded him with sticks in their hands, which they used very 
freely tokeep off the crowd, aad, as a farther security, his palankeen and 
elephant were kept close in the rear, The Rejah isa young man, who for 
the last two years is said to have lost all energy of mind. Ou this great 
occasion, he exhibited every symptom of excessive trepidation and alarm. 
Nothing of a devotional spiri€ was observable, but a greatappreheusion 
of suffering from the crowd, On ascending the car by a sloping plat. 
form, he stopped at every third step, looked ronnd, ordered his atten- 
dants to remove from the ruth many intraders, and was the very image 
of sulkiness and vexation, Several silver trumpets sonnded, and the 
pilgrims shouted most londly. When the Rajah reached the top:of the 
platform, he worshipped the idol Baibudra, and then, with a broom 
swept the flvar all ronnd. He was afterwards presented be the priests 
with asilver vessel containing essence of sandel-wood, with which he 
sprinkled the door: and thea presented some offerings to the idol, from 
whom he received as amark of honor, a garland of flowers, which 
the priests took from the images, and pat reund the Rajah’s neck; and 
the ceremony concluded with the Rajah’s prostrating himself flat on the 
floor before the idol, amidst the shouts of the pilgrims and the piercing 
wotes of the shrill silver trampets. He then descended slowly from the 
ear, and proceeded barefooted to the car of Juggernauth, and finally to 
that of his sister Shnbodra, where the same ceremonies were performed, 
and to close his labonrs for the day, he weut behind each car, and endea- 
voured to propel it forward, without which ceremony it could not after- 
wards be moved. Ona signal being given, a most active scene commence: 
ed. Several thousand men, each holding a small green branch inbis hand, 
eame ranning up to the ruths, clearing their way through the crowd 
from aconsiderable distance, in regnlar files ; they soon removed the 
sloping platforms, each man having first tonched the car with his branch. 
When all was ready, these men, aided by the pilgrims, laid hold of the 
cables, taking care to keep their feces towards the idol. Tie ruth of 
Balbudra was the first moved, —the shrillness ofthe trampets, the shonts 
of the pilgrims, and the creaking of the ponderous wheels, made a 
most frightful noise. The car was crowed by people, many had crept 
onder, and clung to thé large axietrees, and it was impossible to look on, 
without shuddering with the apprehension that some shocking accidents 
would happen, whilst'so many pilgrims were evidently in immigent dan- 

ey. | Eacli car was moved but 4 strert distance on that day, and forta. 
nately without the loss of any lives. Oa the following day the dreaded 
event was but too awfully realized, 4 crowd of pilgrims, too poor to 
pay for admission, had collected at the barrie: , and the British Collec. 
tor of @nding that 24 bad already died from exposure to rain and want 
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of food, humarely opened ihe gate. These poor creatures rushed to 
worship the idols onthe ruths, and shewed their zeal by Pulling the 
ropes. In has been observed that they are obliged out of respect fer the 
idol, to walk backward. Six pilerims stationed close to the car were 
aidiug in pulling a rove whieh suddenly yielded, having become slacker 
than the others. These men fell to the gronnd unheeded by, the shontiog 
mob, four of them were instantly crnusied to aioms, the fifth had a leg 
dresdfally mangled, and the sixth tell between two wheels and escaped 
uthurt. The practice which formerly prevailed of enticing pilgrims to 
sacrifice their lives by voluntarily throwing themselves under the wheels. 
has happily ceased, and nothing of the kind was attempted. Tiie loss 
of life, however, occasioned by this deplorable saperstition, proba. 
bly exceeds that of any other. The aged, the weak, the sick, are 
persuaded to attempt this pilgrimage as a panacea for ali evils, 
The number of women and children is very great. The pilgrims 
leave their families and all their oecnpations (6 travel an immense 
distance with the delusive hope of obtaining eternal bliss. Their 
means of subsistence on the road is scanty. Their light clothing 
and little bodily strength is ill calculated to encounter inclemency of ihe 
weather. When they reach the district of Cuttack, they cease to expes 
rience the hospitality shewn elsewhere to pilgrims. ltisa burthen 
which the inhabitants could not sustain; and they prefer availing them. 
selves of the increased demand for provisions to augment the price. 
This difficnity is more severely felt as they approach the temple, till they 
find scarcely enough left to pay the tax to government, and to satisfy 
their rapacious brah min. At.Pooree Juggernauth during the great fes- 
tival, firewood orfuel of any description is scarcely procurable. Itis not 
even customary for he pilgrims to cook their victuals; they are expected 
to buy holy food, which on such occasions is sold atan enormous price, 
and of very inferior quality. Whilst the idol is travelling in his car, no 
rice is cooked, nothing bat purchased grain procnrable. The wea.’ 
ther is often bad and the smallest shelter in only to be had ata heavy ex. 
pense. The pilgrim on leaving Juggernauth has still a long journey be- 
fore him, and bis means of support are often almost, if not quite exhanst. 
ed, The work of death then becomes rapid, and the ronte of the pilgrims 
may be traced by the bones left by the jack¥ls and vnltnres. The country 
near the temple seems suddenly to have been visited by pestilence 
and famine; dead bodies are seen in every direction; pariah dogs, jac- 
kals, and vultures are observed watching the last moments of the dvine 
pilgeim, and not unfrequently hasten his fate. Itis true, that there are 
at Pooree and at Cuttack, Hosptials where the sick my get medicines 
gratis; but the starving pilgrim is net supplied with food, there is ne 
establishment to, carry the sick to the hospital; and at Pooree Jagger. 
naoth, by some strange arrangement, the hospital, instead of being en. 
trusted to the Military Surgeon residing at the place, has been ont under 
the Civil Surgeon at Cattack, who has important duties to perform at 
the latter place, distant 50 miles. Some charitable Hindoos endéayour. 
ed to lessen this evil by leaving lands for the purpose of maintaining 
poor pilgrims, but these benevolent intentions havef{bean defeated by 
the avarice of those intrnsted with the lands; and sufficient attention 
has not yet been paid by the Civil authorities to these charitable in, 
stitutions, 


There is no doubt that this deadly snperstitionis a ****# on the 
country, and tends much to its impoverishment. Theloss of valnable 
labour must be very great, and th e Christian who sickens at all the 
miser v generated by this idolatry is naturally desirons of knowing what 
steps have been pursned by the *** ******* ®, since divine pro. 
vidence has permitted the district of Cottack to come under the rile of 
Christians. It is with no less amazement than deen regret, that he laarngs 
that the several regulations which have been enacted ,thave so complete, 
lv identified the intereats of the temple with those of the *®eeeases 
that it has all the ontward appearance of being under the immediate 
contronl and superintendence ofthe ** * * *** # eee 





Commercial Reports. 


Note.—It being difficult to quote with preciseness the prices of the 
following Articles, the mode of stating generaliy. whether they are at 
an advance or disconnt, has been adopted as being sufficient to Zive 
tolerable correct idea of the Market,—The Exchange being at Par, , , 

References.—(2.C.) Prime Cost of the Article as Invoiced at the 
Mannfacturer’s prices, exclusive of Freight and Charges.—(A.) Advance 
on the same.—(D.) Discount. 


a 


Broad Cloth, fine, ....cccerecee eoeeeees & @ O per cent. A 
Broad Cloth, coarse,.......-...6.5-.P. C. % @ © ner cent. D 
Flatnels, ..ccccce cccccccceecccccesccee 15° @ 20 per cent. 1 
Hats, Bicknell’s.......ceeereeeesceeeees 20 @ 25 per cent. D 
GME, 82 USD i ledecivcteccdcec EY | FO" 90 er a 2 
Cutlery, Table, ........6005 ceeeeeeeeeee © 5 ‘@° 10 per cent, A 
Farthen-ware, ,.ccccccescccesceccecsee (15 @ 20 per cént. A 
GWsS-Ware, ci ccccescccccccccceeee BC, O a’ B per Cont. A 
Window Glass, ...005 eeeeeceveessPe C. @ @ 10 per cent. § 
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Trave =ocietp. 


East Endta 

We feel mach pleacare in complying with the request of the 
Treasurers of the East Inpta Taape Committee. communicated 
to us by Messrs. Mackenzie aad Lvall of the Calcatta Exchange, 
by giving thie conspicoons insertion, im our Asiatic Department, 
to the Resolutions pressed at a Meeting of the Merchants of this 
City, holden at the Exchange Rooms on the 22d instant: and 
as we are desirous of giving the Proceedings of both the Commit- 
tees together, the Proceedings of the London Committee, men- 
tioned in the 6th Article of the Resolations, will be found in the 
Borovean Department, in oar JouRNAL of to-day, that the friends 
of Indian Commerce may have the whole before them at once. 


By the formation of a Society in Calcatta te co operate with 
the Society is London, we peraeive the commencement of a new 
aud important sera sot only of general benefit to the Com- 
merce of India. bot of imvrovement, and the amelioration of her 
moral, intellectual, and civil condition. 





At a Meeting of Merchante, held this 22d of Aprit. 1923. for the pur 
of taking into consideration a Lett:r from John Beghie, Secretary to the 
East Lodin Trude Committee, and Papers which accompanied the gaid Letter : 
Resoiven. 
st —That it is expedient to co-operate generally in the ob- 
jeete of the Soriery in London, appointed to watch over the interests 
concerned in the East India Trade, 


2d —That with the view bf co-operation this Meeting shall indivi- 
daally, and also as Members of the Firm to which they respectively be. 
long, ‘ransmit to their London Correspondents all such suggestions and 
information as may appear connected with the interests of East India 
Trade avd Ghipving, in order that the same may be made known to the 
Society at Home. 

$ 4 —That with the view of farther co-operation this Meeting shall 
them elves contribute and will receive con from others, to- 
wards the support of the East Indie Trade Society. 


4th —That.a Book be opened at the Exchange to receive the sub- 
scriptions of all persons who maay be inclined te sapport the Enstitation ; 
the Amount so snbscribed to be collected aud remitted by the Treasurer 
hereafter appointed, 


6ih—That this Meeting avproving as it-does the whole tenor of 
proceedings adopted hy the London Society, see with particular satis- 
faction their seal in proseenting the very important objects of obtaining 
an Hhoaiisation of Duties on Kast and West India Sugars, and relief 
from the excessive charge both of time and money incurred at the East 
India Docks, 

6ih— That in order to obain the coroperation of persons interested 
in the East‘Indis Trade, who hippen to be at a distance from the Pre- 
aidency, in measares for its support, the Editors of the different News- 


. paper be invited ta publish the proceedings of the London Committee, 





XUM 


oranch heads as may be eanvenient, together with these Resolntions, 
for general information, 


7th—That this Meeting is deeply impressed with a sense of the 
judicions and gealons efforts of the London Society to extend, improve 
and secure the Trade beteen the Mother-conntry and the East Indies, 
and offers the assurance of cordial co-operation in the important objects. 


Sth That Messrs Corvin & Co. be appointed Treasurers, to col- 
ject the sums subscribed, and to remit the same to the London Society, 

9th—That Ma Patmer be requested to transmit a copy of these 
Resolutions to the London Society. 





€ALCUTTA BAZAR RATES, APRIL 26, 1823. 


BUY....SELL 

Remittable Loame, ... cc. .ceseereses terees Rs. 30 @ 29 4 

Unremittable ditto, .......s00-..5. Sale O46 ss ° 8 0@ 7 3 

Bills of Exchange on the Court of Directors, for ) ss 8 4 
46 Months, dated 86th of April 1822,...,.... 5 

Bank Sharer,...... twee meee e tweeter eeree 6506 6 6300 6 

Spanish Dollars, pér 100).i.........-.. sesecees 206 8 205 8 


Motes of Geod Houses, for @ Months, bearing Interest, at 5 per cent. 
sent Bills, Di ted. 


Government . at 3-8 per cent 
Loans on Deposit of Company's Paper,for 1 to 3 months, at 4 per cent. 
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New Eustitution. 

The Parents, Guardians, and Friends, connected with the 
Parenta-Acapemic-Institution, as well as the Public in ge- 
neral, are hereby informed, that the Seminary, No, 11, Park 
Street, will be opened for the reception of Scholars, on Tharsday 
next, the lst promixe. 


By order of the Committee of Management. 
April 25, 1823. JOHN W. RICKETTS, Sc. P. A. 7 


New Publication. 


We have been favored with a nerusal of the very valoable 
Publication, jast issaed from the Press, entitled, A Gore To 
THE Commence or Benoat, by Joun Putpes, of the Master Ate 
tendant's Office, ALCUTTA.—This elaborate compilation, professes 
to be “ compiled from authentic sources ;” and to the accaraey of 
this assertion, the docaments contained in the bodv of the Work, 
bear the best and mest satisfactory testimony. We have seldom 
seen any publication, to whieh we are more inclined to bestow 
the epithet veduable than the one onder consideration, if 
oo the part of the Autuor and utidity on the part of bis Book be 
considered,—as they most ondoubtedly must be considered,—to 
constitate jast pretensions to the bonor of that appellatien, 


The Preface to this Publication, by no means comprises the 
least interesting portion of its contents: from the clear notions 
which it conveys. in few words and perapicuous age, of the 
present state of the commercial relations of the’ Metropolis of 
British India, this Bastern Londen, with the other great merean. 
tile marts of the world ; —with which oar Merchants, the Princes 
of the earth, carry on commercial intercourse, This document, 
we therefore take the liberty to submit entire to our Readers: 


The Compiler of this Work, whilst deriving mach satisfaction from 
being enabled at fast to sabmit his labonrs to the liberal judgment of the 
Mercantile of the Metropolis of Britisk Indie, feels it in- 

bent upon hi to accompany this attempt as being useful, with 
pa explanation of the circumstances which led to its gradual arrange- 
ménat, improvement, aad final publication. ' 

When the idea of the utility of a Mereantile Guide to the Com. 
merce of India, Grst suggested itself to the Anthor, he did not form the 
least conception of the great extent of labonr that would attend the 
task, even when cansidered abstractedly from desnitory aud speculative 
observations on the anbject; and althongh be bas carefuily avoided 
these, and has confiued himself chiefly to statements of facts, simply 
accompanied by remarks, directed by the ocearrences which took place 
during the eventful period, which followed the close of “ Milbnrn’s 
Oriental Commerce,” he confesses that at times he felt much disconr- 
aged, by the vast accumulation of matter, and inclined to desist from 
his undertaking. 


The Compiler felt actuated to the publication of the present Work, 
chiefly by the experienced dearth of accurate information on the sub. 
ject, aud urged to a diligent use of the opportunities afforded to him, 
of collecting materials within his reach, from having (in bis official ca- 
pacity) witnessed, during along series of years, the unnecessary per- 
plexity and trouble, experienced by Commanders sod Paursers, particu- 
larly strangers to the port, and others, transacting basiness relating to 
the entry and clearance of ships resorting to the River Hoogly, from 
snch individuals being imperfectly acquainted with the multifarious 
Regulations and Forms prescribed ;—and the Compiler of the following 
sheets trnsts, that the present arrangement of them in a form peculiarly 
adapted for ready reference, and for the guidance of those who may find 
themselves placed ander the disadvantages already alluded to, and 


which it is intended te obviate, will be eager 9 | ; 4 ven- 
tures to assame, also, that this publication will Teed eae to all 








other individuals, in any way connected with the Jadia Trade, aad par- 
ticularly with the externa! Commerce of this city. 

The Work, which at first Bo intended 8 vf 
Commercial part of Milburn’s, as it respects 
attained to its present size, by reason of the many valuable and usefat 
docaments, of such an extent pend nature, that the was ie- 


daced to admit them as it advanced throngh the press ; it bas beer 
by unremitted perseverance alone, amidst official avecations, that he 
has, at last, been able to complete a volume, which although the com- 
parative paucity of his hours of leisure, and the enkanced expense of 
printing a greater namber of sheets thao were originally intended, 
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aternly dictated that it should be comprised in the smallest possible 
compass, has attained 2 much greater bulk than he contemplated. 


The object next aimed at in this Work, has been to exhibit, at one 
view, a concise but comprehensive, and at the same time, as accurate 
a statement as conld he framed, of the external Commerce of Bengal 
generally, and particalarly of that part connected with Britzin, Conti- 
pental Earope, Eastern and Western Asia, and America, since the 
openivg of the Free Trade in 1813-14, to the end of the year 1822. 


The following summary delineation of the contents of the Work, 
accompanied by snch desnitory observations as occurred to the Author, 
daring the progress of the compilation, will not, he presumes, be 
deemed irrelevant, of altogether useless. 


To the Port Regulations, which claimed first the Compiler's atten- 
tion, he has annexed’ Directions; which wave been approved by compe- 
tent judges, and considered by them well calculated, to lessen consi- 
derably, the unnecessary trouble, fatigue, and exposure to the heat of 
this climate, to which the partics engaged in the Trade of Calcutta, 
have been hitherto unavoidably subjected, from the want of a proper 
guide. 

The statements of Shipping appertainiog to this and other princi- 
pa! Ports of British India, for the past and antecedent years, will, it is 


hoped. be fonnd much more comprehensive and exact, than any before 
published. 


A very great depreciation has taken place, within the last few 
years, in the value of Calentta-built Ships. Vessels of Teak-wood, and 
almost new, were sold during the years 1821 and 1822, for half, and ia 
some instances, for Jess than a third, of their original cost; it is how- 
@ver generally expected thata change for the better, at no distant 
period, will take place ; as few ships are now building, and the number 
and qnantity of tonnage of vessels has been reduced, the former from 
158 to 126 vessels, the latter from 60,083 to 48,202 tons. (See page 
5 and Addenda.) 


The estimate of tonnage of Calentta Shipging likely to find employ- 
ment, at page 128, has proved nearly correct, as the result of 1822 
approximates to that estimate ; the difference, in excess, being only 
1,658 tons, (see Addenda.) 


It being clearly ascertained that a Vessel of 500 tons burthen, can 
he built and equipped in the River Hoogly, for a sum not exceeding 
the cost of one of equal size, built on the River Thames, for the East 
India Trade; the shipping concern of this Port, cannot be expected 
to suffer much further depression, from competition with that of Britain 
particularly when the cheap ships, now running, shall have become unfit 
for longer service; acircamstance which must soog occur, and to ao 
small extent. 


The import amd export, at Calcutta, of Native vessels, commonly 
denominated Dhonies, employed in the Coasting Trade, priucipally be- 
tween the Coromandel Coast and Bengal, are stated separately from the 
regular shipping, at page 122. This distinction, the Compiler believes, 
ie not shewn in any other publication: so that the number of regular 
shipa.and vessels, resorting to Calcutta, thereby appears much greater 
than was really the case. 


The Regalations of different Ports of Asia, are given in the Ap- 
pendix. It is presumed that they will be found very useful, particular- 
ly those for Bengal, which, the Complier confidently trusts, will in 
@ great measare supercede whatever bas appeared in previoas puablica- 
tiens; those contained im the present Work, having been published 
mostly very. recently, and many of them not having been promulgated 
beyond the places whence they enamated. The copious extracts, and 
namerous articles and notes, iuterpersed throughoat the Work, will, it 
is hoped, wot fail to be acceptable to the Mercautile reader. 


The Commercial statements are believed to be as correct as such 
papers are generaliy found. From. the obvious difficulty, with 
which iuformation of this kiod is obtained, the Compiler trasts, that 
avy inaccuracies proceeding from.this cause, will meet with indulgent 
consideration from a liberal public, and that they will be kindly pointed 


ont by those, who feel themselves interested in the prosperity of the 
Port. 


By referring to a page 106, it will be seen, that the Commerce be. 
tween Great Britain and Beugal has increased very considerably since 
the opening of the Free Trade, particulariy the imports into the latter ; 
in vessels in a threefold, and in otoamage in a twofold, propertion— 
the difference in these arising from a great proportion of small ships hav- 
ibg been admitted toit. A decrease in the East Iodia Company’s ton. 
mage, aud vast increase in that of the public, will also be perceived, 
With repect to the tonnage employed between Great Britain and‘ Ben- 
gal, the result of the years 1821 and 1822 respectively, are nearly equal. 


Several writers upou the subject of Commerce with the Eastern 
Agchipelago, appear to have been too sanguine in their expectations as 
to its extewt, aud the adwauteges to be derived from it. The triviainum - 
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ber of private Traders from Great Britain that have engaged in it since 
the opening ef the Trade, has entirely giutted the Eastern markets; de. 
pressed sales have followed, and consequently considerable losses must 
have been experienced. British Manufactures, calculated for these 
markets, have been sold, very recentiy at Calcutta, for a little above 
prime cost from the manufacturer, aud ofteu below it. To these facts 
mast be added, the additional loss caused by the unfavourable state of 
the Exchange. It will therefore be admitted, that a Trade fraught with’ 
such disadvantages, cannot be prosecuted to any great extent with 
vigour or success ; independent ef the loss it heaps on itself, it caases 
also much depression in the Country Trade, a branch which onght to be 


cherished and upheld for the interest and permanent safety of British 
Todia. 


But if, on the one hand, the Pree Trade has injared in part its own 
interests, and capitally those of the country shipping, it has on the 
other hand, very mach affected the Commerce of the United States with 
Bengal. Itis now clearly shewn, that the American cannot compete 
with British Free Trade; for in May 1820, not one American ves:el 
remained in this Port, ia May 1821 only two, and in May and Decem- 
ber 1822 respectively, the same number. The statements in the se- 
cond and third parts of this Work, exhibit fully the rapid decline of 
this once extensive Trade. 


With regard to Coutinental Europe, it appears (on reference to 
pp. 173 —174, that its commerce with this country, which was revived 
in a very limited degree after the Peace, has been fluctuating, and 
that with Spain, Holiaod, and Deamistk, ata stand for the last two or 
three years. 


The Trade with Gibralter and Malta, or rather with the Mediter- 
ranean, does not appear to have realized the very sanguine expectations 
at first entertained by many respecting ic; on reference to page 107, the 
reader will find, that only one vessel cleared ont from this port in 1820, 
and that none arrived from or sailed for either of those places in 1921, 
two Calcutta ships cleared ont at the latter end of 1822, (one of them for 
Marseilles and Leghorn ;) but it is believed, that the proprietors of their 
cargoes had no other end in view, than a remittabce somewhat more 
favonrable than could be effected with Eoglaid by direct means. 


The foreign settlements iu the East, which were taken possession of 
by the British Goverament during the late war, having been restored (with 
very few exceptions) at the peace, in virtue of the Treaties concluded 
with the powers to whom they belonged ; the three or four last years, 
may perhaps ‘be regarded a& a tolerably. fair criterion, from which to 
estimate the exteut of the trade between those places and Bengal. 


A new channel of Trade between Bengal and South America, open- 
ed itself iu 1817-18. Some of the cargoes, consisting chiefly of piece 
goods from hence, yielded a great profit, whilst adventurers in other 
produce met considerable losses. The imports from thence hitherto, 
have been, Specie, Silver Bullion, and Copper inmslabs. The inerease 
of this trade has kept an equal pace with the decline experienced by the 
commercial speculatioas to aud from the Phillippine Islands. 

The recent veturn to Calcutta of the Mission whieh proceeded hence 
to Siam and Cochin-China, has afforded the ‘Compiler an opportunity of 
giving (in the Appendix, at page 157) some anthentic and interesting 
particulars, respecting the commerce. ef those eonntries; from which it 
would appear that Cochiu-China, in particular, affords gieat encourage-, 
ment to extensive Mercantile speculation, 


Upen the whole, the Compiler trusts, that this volume will be found 


to contain a comprehensive and clear view of the external Commerce of 
Bengal, particularly since the opening of the Fiee Trade. | He has pre- 
sumed only to offer a few cursory observations, as to the effects already 
felt, and likely to result, from the change of system; and if his endea- 
vours prove generally useful, and calculated to aceelerate the transac- 
tious of those engaged in the Commerce of British India, aud to afford 
satisfactory information to those otherwise ivterested in this important 
subject, he will feelamply rewarded for his humble exertions, 

To the Work iiself,we refer our commercial friends with the 
greatest satisfaction; aod confidentiy predict it will prove a 
highly usefal acquisition to all engaged in Commercial Specala- 
tions with Iadia, particularly Bengal and Calcutta; to whose 
Libraries, i mast, in fact, prove an indispensable addition. And 
more particularly now, when a Socicty has been formed here ta 
co-operate with the Socicty in Landon, institated expressly to 
eneourage and promote the East India Trade. 


We understand this elaborate compilation bas occapied the 
attention of the author, for a period exceeding twoyears; and 
every page bespeaks his industry, and . the’ activity which has 
been exerted, to submit the documents) s@ free from ‘errors to 


the members of the Commercial classeswof’ the commanity, to 
Whom the volume is inseribed. 
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ncroachments of Envigo Planters. 


Sir, To the Editor of the India Gazette. 


‘Io your paper of the 3d current you have given insertion to a letter 
relative to the shameful and vile habit of one Planter encroaching on ano- 
ther’s property, and the writer subsumes ‘‘ that ao respectable characters, 
natives of any. country, as far as he has heen able been able to learn, are 
concerned in these shumeful intrusions.” Taat such is not the cage I am 
sorry indeed, for my conceras have been shamefully encroached upon by 
Planters moving in the first circles of society, —most wantonly encroached 
on, Mr. Editor, —and that attended with circumstances which can never 
be justified. I trast, however, when they read “ Gittin Gorma” their 
Best blood will rush to their chceks, and carry back to the heart a sense 
of such shameful spoliation. Avarice is the vice of age; a warm climate 
gud pernicious exemple, I observe, sometimes cause it to germl- 
nate in the young. Were the same disgrance and consequences 
attached to anderhand proceedings in the Indigo line, as follows 
in anfair dealings im other mercantile transactions, the Indigo 
line wonld become the most respectable of thisor any other country. 
Bat where there are “* Macheaths” who glory in their atchievements,and 
gentlemenencroachers backed with capital and experience, J fear the ex- 
ample will prove eminently pernicious. In the distrtet of Tirhoot I 
have never heard that the least complaint, or even the cause of com- 
piaimt, on@his score existed; and there is no reason why it should be 


toleratedjany-where else. One of the persons who bas set the example 
— a . . eo e - * a * >. @« * + a e @ _ a e eo 


© * ®* [ would be glad if. such transactions were put an eud to by 


the Agents, but mine took some pains io this case with the Agents of the 
other partyin vain. Factories altho’ frequently changing hands are ge- 
nerally more the property of Agents than those whocarry them on ; and 
to pretect suck property is pecaliarly their province. 


I remain, Sir, Your most obedient Servant, 


INDICUS. 


We have omitted a portion of Inpicus’s letter, because it referred to 
@ known individual.—Ep. 


Cheap Living in Grogland. 


Sin, To the Editor of the India Gazette. 


I will endeavour to answer, the Query of “A Weary Exite,” 
tho appears anxious to see Home again. I consider £300 a-year more 
than sofficient for a married mao with three or four children to live eom- 
fortahly and genteely. I say more than snfficient, and that too in any 
part of Englaad, Scotland or Wales. Having lately returned from 
thence I speak with some confidence on the subject. Let us descend 
into particulars. A small house or cottage, with a garden plentifully 
stocked with fruit trees, with a small paddock for acow, and eight or 
ten acres of land, may be rented for £36 or 40 per year; taxes will be 
£20 more: making £60. A man servant’s wages £10 per year, anda 
woman's £3, and they will be sufficient for every occasion: total £78. 
Tke markets are naw cheap. Beef, mutton, veal, pork, &c. from $d to 
6d. per lb.: ia fact provisions of all kinds are about one half what they 
were in time of war. I think 2 Guineas per week wonld bay provisions 
for such a family, including the domestics ; bat on the outside we will 
say 2} per week, making per annam £130, or a total of £208, Then the 
children’s schooling: if at a day-school, will be 1 Guinea per quarter 
each; for three children is £12 per year, is £220 per year, and the rest 
shonld be consumed in plain decent clothes for the family.—I allow ne- 
thing for wine, because that article in England is a luxary, not economy ; 
bat at a small expence, aman if he is at allelever, can brew his own beer, 
ale, or eyder, which is far better than the trash nsnally sold in England 
by the name of wine. In the above estimate I speak principally of Eng- 
land. Scotland is far cheaper, and Wales more so, and a beantiful ro- 
mantic country. I mast observe, however, that nnmerous families have 
of late emigrated to France and Brussels, where they obtain the loxuries 
of life at the same rate asin England we obtain the uecessaries,—but that 
is not Home, and woaid lose its charm. Had I a clear £200 per year, 
being @ single man, I have-no hesitation in saying I would 
not remain another honr in India, bot retarn home for geod, 
When I was’in Eagiand, LI boarded at No. 46. Leadenball-street. 
T had a capital front soom for abed room; breakfast, dinner, tea and 
sypper with the family, for 2 Guinea per week, or 52 Guineas per year, 
T had no other expences but chothes and washing. T could invite whom 
Tpleased to dive with me, paying 2s. for his dinner. I drauk m0 wine, 
bot ale or parter from the public house and a giass of hat whisky panch 
after dinner, I metan old Lodian friend, who was living very expen. 
sively at au hotel, more than a Guinea a day. 1 brought him home, and 
he was so well pleased, he became aninmate. In short, I take this ap- 
portanity of strougly recommending this house—kept by a respectable 
widow, Price, and her danghter, a very pretty girl—to all Officers and 
Bachelors proceeding to England, here they will find acomfortable home, 
aud every desire to give satisfaction. In short we all lived as one fami- 
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ly: herson residing in the house; and altho’ Iwas there only four 
months, the family cried, actaatly, at my departure; so kind were they. 
I need not add its vicinity to the Iudia House must be very accammo- 
dating to those who have business there, which was the reason I first 
went there, Any further information [ can furnish, I will cheerfatly do, 
and remain, Sir, Your most obedient Servant, 


Cawnpore, April 13, 1833. CLAUDIO. 


P.S. The keep of a horse aud groom will be about £30 per year, 
and a good saddle roadster may be bad for £10 or 45, 


Sombap. 


Bombay, April 9, 1823.—On Friday Eveniog last, the Troops in 
Garrison, consisting of the Bombay Eurovean Regiment, 2nd Battalion 
9th Regiment Native Infantry, and 2d Extra Battalion. forming a Bri- 
gade, onder the Command of Colonel Ozilvie, C. B..of His Majesty's 
20th Regiment, were reviewed by the Hon’bie the Governor. 

The Troops, after performing several mancurres io a satisfactory 
style, passed in Order of Review, when the Hon'ble the Governor wae 


pleased to issue the following General Order through His Excellency 
the Commander in Chief, 





General Orders by the Commander in Chief, Head-quarters, Bombay, 
Saturdey, April 5, 1823. 

The Commander io Chief has been requested by the Honourable 
the Governor to make kaown to the Troops Inspected by him yesterday 
and exercised by Lieutenant Colonel Ogilvie, C. B. Commandant 
of the Garrison, his entire satisfaction at their appearance and per- 
formance, to which His Excellency begs to add the expression of his own, 


Theatriculs.—We are happy to observe, that the spirit and zeal of 
our corps dramatique, has enabled the Managers to announce the first 
part of Shakespear's Historical play of King Henry the Fourth for - 
representation on Tuesday Evening, the 15th iustant. 


Understanding that some alarm has been excited amang the fair 
readers of Shakespeare after perusing the old and ancorrected Editions, 
we are happy in being able to state, that Tochbald will be the prompt 
book. The latter we have read, and find every thing expunged that 
in any degree might prove ungratefnl to the chastest ear. 


Asvu Jaap has sent us his promised letter, butas it touches most 
pointedly on a subject, which will shortly appear ina more serious shape 
in a Public Court of Justice, we decline giving it insertion,— Bombay 


Gazette. 
New South Utales. 





Sydney Gazette, February 6, 1823. -On Thursday last the Agricultu. 
ral Society held the General Quarterly Meeting at Nash’s Inn, Parra- 
matta, and afterwards dined together. Mr. Nash provided an excellent 
Dinner, at a very moderate charge ; and the desert was contributed 
from the gardens of Dr. Townson and Captain Piper. It cotisisted of 
no fewer than 18 kinds of freeh fruit, and 4 of dried; amodg’ whick 
were the banana, the Orlean plum, the green gage, the real peach, the 
cathead apple, and a peculiarly fine sort of musk melon. We under. 
stand that the Meetings are to be held at Walker's and Nash’s alter. 
nately... A Horticultural Subscription, of 8 dollars, is set on foot, and 
a Committee chosen. The future Agricultural Subscription was altered 
to 20 dollars.—At this Meeting three new Members were elected, and 
twelve proposed for the next Meeting. Mr. Jonas Bradley, to whom 
the silver tankard was voted for bis specimen of tobaceo, laid before 
the Society a statement of his mode and cure, a copy of which we are 
promised for publication. The President presented him with the piece 
of plate saitably inscribed (the workmanship by Mr. Robertsoo), and 
informed him, with a view to encourage the colonial growth of tobaceo, 
the legislature had now authorized the Governor, at discretion, to lay 
adaty of 4 shillings per Ib. upon the impertatiou of foreign tobacco. 
This meritorious marine settler acquainted the Society that, although 
Governdr Macquarie had never given him more than 60 acres of land, 
yet he had acquired upwards of 100 head of cattle and 800 sheep. One 
of his sons was among the number of proposed new Members. 


Thunder-storm.—On Friday, tie 18th ultimo, there was a heavy 
thander-storm at Liverpool, which travelled in a line across the country 
from S. E. extending over a breadth of about three miles, and at last 
burst with tremendous fary. The rain came down in torients, and the 
thander and lightening were fierce beyond description. A gang of eight 
Government men, with irons om, weutiato the Church for shelter; when, 
awful to relate, the electric fluid burst upon their asylum, and, attracted 
doubtless by their chains, knocked the whole of them down, and killeg 
three instantaneously, One of those who fell, had a child in bis army, 
who escaped ali injury. Three lay some time speechless; and two, by 
the last accounts, were still in the Hospital, dangerously wounded, 
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Death of an Aborigine.— On Friday night® last, Thomas Walker Coke, 
an Aboriginal native, and son to the renowned Jicnnelong. devarted this 
life, at the Wesleyan Aboriginal Mission honse, inthe vicinity of Parra- 
matta after a rather short illnese, [tis on esnecial duty, we conceive, 
to record the demise of this interesting youth: his age was somewhere 
about 20. When the Reverend M:. Watke: first came in the Colony, he 
adopted the deceased ax his own son, in the benign view not only of 
feeding and clothing bim, bat also to instil intro his mind the saving 
principles of Christianity. A single aberration excepted, the once poor 
friendless black hoy amply compensated his » aster friend~and bro. 
ther, for the sedulous attentiog that was paid to his interest Three 
or four months since, he was onblicly baptized. being honoured with the 
distinguished aud homanizing vame of the immortal Dr. Coke. A few 
weeks since he was married to a native girl, who had been some consi- 
derable time previous maternally treated in the family of Mrs. Hassall, 
of Parramatta: her name is Maria. Upto the period of his death he 
eave satisfactory evidence of his acceptance with hic Maker, leaving 
bis Pastor.a firm hope of his eternal happiness. He ever seemed great- 
dy interested in the present onenyiabie condition of his hapless race, 
and often fervently prayed that their case shonid nev r he allowed to 
droop. Did oar limits permit the pleasure, we would publish a letter, 
the prodnetion of the above youth, whieh would sveak volumes; and 
could satisfy the Reader that nought but circumscribed effort, arising 
from the absence of pecuniary resources, precludes the poor aborigine 
from the sweet enjoyments of civilization, and deprives him of the 
Heaven-born rights of Christianity. — February 6 


Inducements to Emigrants to settle at Van Diemen's Land.—Credibly 
are weinformed, that the inducements to emigrants to settle at Van Die- 
meo’s Land, on their arrival at that port, are discovered to be, in many 
instatices, of an evanescent nature, The free settler, with his interest. 
ing family. bids acien to his native land to seek comfortable sustentation 
for those whom Providence has placed uader his eontron!, with the view 
of settling in one of these Colonies.’ Too generalivy. however, the con- 
manders of vessels find it advantageous to call at Hobart Town, on their 
way hither; the passengers of course, some of whom never before; saw 
the ocean, are proud to have firm footing on terrt firma once more after 
alovg and dreary passage ; the vessel remains in port several wecks; 
acquaintances ave formed; schemes of prosperity are coutemplated; 
the dangers of the oceau appear too formidable to contend with again 
very readily; and the conseqaence is, that while all these events are 
revolving, time flies, and the means to get to Sydney (the eavital) im- 
perceptibly slipturough the @ngers, and therefore it only remaius for 
the emigrant to sit contentedly down, with his wife and family (ifbe has 
any) on the shores of Van Diemev, We mast say, anditis our wish 
that these seatiments may go far and wide, that many of the emigrants 
act very prematurely in inconsiderately giving the preference against 
New Sonth Weles. When they leave England, their native home, 
in quest of another more greatful or less expensive it shonld be with 
the principle that ever actuated an eminent man (Sir Joseph Bankes); 
vig. to take nothing opon trast—*' Nuliis in verba”’ being the wor. 
thy Baronet’s motto. We wish to be candid in onr animadversions ; 
and therefore pronounce that New Soath Wales (its interior at least) 
is no more iuveligible for the advantageons reception of settlars than 
Van Diemee’s Land. Emigrants, who have the welfare of their fa. 
milies at heart, should gndoubtedly see both colonies, ere they be- 
come fixed. ‘This would be attended with more ‘expense in the onset 
but ever after would be gratifying and profitable. There are miny in 
Van Diemen’s Land who wonld now like to visit Australasia, tmt present 
means will not permit, After alb the sarcasms and the illeberal sneers 
that may be politically throwa out against the caprrat, still there are 
not a few who feel far from easy in the midst of their new friends ; they 
they would gladiy cxfandrunié impediments could be removed. The 
day is coming when some emigrants may have to abandon their present 
apeculations, and come hither ; bat we do not require those who are es- 
tablished, aud feel at home; we merely wish (o persuade our conntymen, 
who intend to come ont to this interesting part of the globe, to “' de no- 
thing rashly.” tis headstrong, unwise, and untrne too, to say that 
Australasia is excelied by Van Diemen’s Land; we shall never counte- 
ance such av idle fancy, unless the contrary, if possible, be well es. 
tablished.— January 30. 

West Coast of New Zealand.—Mr. Grovo, master of the Extzanern, 
colonial brig, appeared at the Potice Office yesterday, together with ? 
men, 5 of whom were Europeans, t an American, and 2 a New Zealander. 
Mr. Grono brought those persoos from the West Coast of New Zealand 
under the following circumstances s—Upon the Etrzapetm making the 
coast a boat came off, manned with seven men. They told the person in 
charge of the ELtzapers, the master then being absent, that the natives 
were very hostile to the crews of vessels, and to the gangs in the vicinity ; 
that a party of them had lately killed four of their gang; and therefore 
advised them to be cautiogs, They farther said, that their boat, with 
themselves, belonged to the American ship General Gates, Captain 
Rices, which way craizing off the Islands, leaving the chief officer Burne 
pam, With them, This latter individual is the American alluded to. Wheo 
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Mr. Grono came to a knowledge of this occurrence, he proceed< 
ed op shore with the boai’s crew, and took the men prisoners; 
under theidea, as he wished to impress the Magistrates, that they were 
runaway convicts, aod had now tarned pirates in our seas. One of 
the men avowed himself to be an escaped prisoner of the Crown, bat 
the others asserted theit freedom, which noone was prepared to deny, 
—They said there was not the smallest doabt bot that Captain Riggs 
would come after them to Port Jackson as soon as iuformation reached 
him of the event; which has before now occaried, from the gang that 
Mr. Grono stationed on the spot he took this party from. The free men 
were directed to be remanded till ample satisfaction could be procured 
as to their actual freedom, and the prisoner was ordered into custody, 
to be dealt with in the usual way. With regard to the condact of Mr, 
Gono on the novel occasion, the Magistrates, in this stage of the pro- 
ceedings, conld not withhold expressing their entire disapprobation at 
the perpetration of such an act,— January 23. 





Shipping Arrivals. 
BOMBAY. 
Date Names of Vessels Flags Commanders From Whence Left 
April 5 Sr. de Penha Portg. L.deEnecamasco Macao Dec. 20 
5 Sultan British J. Hodges Bussorah Mar. 3 
6 Ernaad Britis D. Jones Calentta — 
Shipping Mepartures. 
MADRAS. 
Date Names ef Vessels Flags Commanders Destination 
April LL Powerfal British C, Eatoe Eastward 
BOMBAY. 
Date Names of Vessels Flags . Commanders Destinatien 


April 5 Augelica Portg. A.F.deSilva  Demann 





Stations of Pessels in the Wider. 


CALCUTTA, APRIL 25, 1823. 
At Diamond Harbour.—Francts CHARLOTTE, VinGinta, and Zezs, 
(F.), outward. bound, remain, 
New Anchorage.—H. C,S. Rovat Geonce. 
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The Hercutes arrived off the Salt Golahs on Friday last. 


Passengers. 





Passengers per Ernaad, from Calcutta to Bombay.—Mrs. Hanger. 
ford, Lieutenant Doyle, His Majesty's 4tb Dragoons, Lieutenant Chilg, 
His Majesty’s 67th Regiment, Mr, Jobnsou, Mr. George Howard, and 
Mr. William Higham, 

Passengers per Angelica. from Bombay for Demaun.—Mr. G, M. Bar- 
ros, Mr. J. M. Pinto, and Mr. A. A. D. Silva. 


Deaths. 


At Cuttack, on the 9tb instant, Mrs. Cuantorre Barrtst, ¥ ife of 
Mr. BE. N. B. Baptist, aged 26 years, leaving a disconsolate tnzband 
and seven Children to lament her premature loss. 


At Dacca, on the 20th instant, sincerely regretted by all who had 
the pleasure of his acquaintance, ARRATOON MicnArt, Esq. a very rich 
and opulent zemindar, He was courteous and affable in his demeanour, 
a pious Christian, and a stanch frieud and patron to the poor. 


At Arcot, on the 4th instant, E. B. Hartington, Esq. third Son of 
the late W. HarinGron, Esq. of the Madras Civil Service, in the 22d 
year of his age. 

At Bombay, on the 7th instant, in the 54th year of his age, Captaig 
Jose Joaquis Friitas, tate of the Portuguese Navy. Notwithstand- 
ing that the evening of bis mortal career appeared darkened by 
clouds big with misfortune, be still cultivated so good-natared aod so- 
ciable a temper that he always easured the esteem and respect of those 
who had the pleasure af his acquaintance. To bim, death, we hope, 
was a truly welcome messenger since he met him while liogering onder 
the most severe indisposition aod with the piety and resignation of a 
bamble Christian. 

At Bassadore, on the 92d of February, of a bilious féver, after 27 
days severe suffering, Lieuteoant Jcun Srour, of the Honorable Com- 
pany’s Marine, and Commanding the Mercury, aged 82 years: a man 





* whose gentleness of manners, goodness of heart and worth of character, 


rendered bim truly esteemed and respected by those who had the plea- 
soreof being intimately keown to him, and whoseloss is severely felt, 
by his family and friends, 
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